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TO  THE  MEMBER. 


IT  was  some  days  after  Mr.  Jefferys' 
pamphlet  appeared  in  circulation,  before 
it  came  into  my  hands.  On  perusing  it, 
I  instantly  saw  through  the  motives  of 
the  writer  ;  and,  after  due  consideration 
of  the  subjedt,  and  having  the  necessary 
resources  of  information  for  an  Answer,  I 
commencedthe  following  observations,  from 
a  convi6lion  that  I  could  not  fight  in  a  better 
cause,  than  that  of  an  injured  and  libelled 
Prince. 

PHILO-VERITAS. 


TO 


NATHANIEL  JEFJFESYS^ 

HOUSE   AGENT, 

FALL.  MALL. 


SJR, 

IN  a  Letter  in  the  Morning  Post  of 
Saturday,  July  ig,  i8o6,  you  observe,  that 
a  Pamphlet,  published  under  the  title 
of  "  Diamond  Cut  Diamond^''  contains' 
scarcely  any  thing  but  falsehood^  gross  mis- 
representations, and  much  sciirrilom  abuse 
of  your  chara&er.  It  appears  that  you, 
who  have  been  so  profuse  in  falsehoods, 
misrepresentation,  and  calumny,  cannot  pa- 
tiently hear  truth,  which  you  will  find  it 
difficult  to  controvert;  and,  though  you 
like  to  throw  stones  at  your  neighbours- 
windows,  you  cannot  bear  to  see  your  own 


VI 


glass  broke,  and  the  light  let  in  on  all 
the  curious  aclions  of  your  life.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  enter  into  any  justilication  of 
the'  contents  of  my  Pamphlet,  through  the 
medium  of  the  daily  prints,  much  as  I  re- 
spect and  honour  those  valuable  vehicles  of 
public  information.  I  therefore  shall  re- 
aerve  myself  for  you,r  third  publication, 
and  then  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  inform 
you,  that  you  hdMt  forgotten  many  trans^ 
aclions  of  your  life.  If  you  suppose  I  shall 
publish  the  names  of  those  Gentlemen  who 
are  my  authorities  for  the  various  anecdotes 
in  the  above  Pamphlet,  /o /^^  used  at  your 
pleasure  in  any  of  your  publications,  you 
deceive  yourself,  as  you  have  done  before. 

You  have  attempted  to  frighten  my 
Printer  and  Publisher  with  threats  of  a 
prosecution  :  should  you  have  the  hardi- 
hood to  carry  ^^oux  pretended  injuries  into  a 
Court  of  Law,   I  shall  be  prepared  to  de-^ 
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fend  and  justify  the  contents  of  my  Pam- 
phlet, and  that  is  as  much  as  any  reasonable 
man  can  .expe6l  of  me. 

You  speak  of  the  consequence  of  your 
character  :  but,  alas !  one  of  your  favourite 
females  might  as  well  boast  of  her  virtue^ 
— and  the  one  is  just  as  good  as  the  other. 
Your  folly  and  extravagance  have  ren- 
dered YOUR   SITUATION    IN   LIFE    DESPE- 

KATE,  and  it  is  of  little  consequence  to 
Mr.  JefFerys  now,  what  he  says  or  publishes ^ 
as  long  as  money  can  be  obtained  by  the  sale 
of  repeated  libels  on  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  friends. 

I  will  now  go  a  little  further  than  I  have 
hitherto  gone,  and  inform  you,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  several  Statutes 
now  in  full  force,  your  scandalous  attack 
on  His  Royal  Highness  was  the  a&  of  a 
FELON  to  EXTORT  money ;    and  if  Royal 
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CONTEMPT  should  cxcmpt  you  from  a  pro=» 
secution,  it  will  not  in  the  least  alter  the 
opinion  the  Public  have  formed  of  your  de- 
serts. 

/  will  shew  the  Public  that  the  Earl  of 
Moira  had  good  cause  for  considering  you  in  the 
light  of  a  Felon.  You  have  been  prudent  enough 
not  to  publish  the  two  last  Letters  you  'wrote  to 
His  Royal  Highness,  which  contain  a  demand 
of  Two  Thousand  Pounds,  with  a  threat  of 
publishing  ''  A  Review  of  the  ConduH  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales;'  f  the  above  specific  sum 
were  not  immediately  remitted  to  you. 

/  defy  the  contradiBion  of  this  PaH,  and  I 
leave  the  Public  to  judge,  whether  such  an  ap- 
plication  to  the  Prince,  was  not  the  acH  of  a 

Felon  ? 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

PHILO-VERITAS^ 
66,  Pall-MaU. 


DIAMOND  CUT  DIAMOND. 


'T^HE  example  of  a  neighbouring  nation  has 
given  irrefragable  proof  of  the  danger  which  is 
attached  to  any  effort  that  is  made  to  poison,  and 
alienate,  the  afFedlions  of  a  People  from  their 
Prince.  If  Princes  are  liable  to  the  calumny  o£ 
every  vain,  wanton,  and  disappointed  man,  the 
public  will  in  time  lose  that  reverence  and  respecSl 
which  a  people  ought  to  manifest  for  their  go- 
vernors. Neither  Prince  nor  Laws  can  long  re- 
tain their  proper  tone  of  power,  when  the  people 
relax  in  their  respe6l  for  them. 

The  body  politic  will  soon  become  a  moulder- 
ing system,  inflated  with  perpetual  dissention  and 
discord,  when  its  subjects  are  taught  to  look  at 
Princes,  as  characlers  possessing  all  the  inferior 
qualities  of  the  human  heart, 
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It  becomes  us,  therefore,  for  the  colIe6live  hap- 
piness and  personal  safety  of  the  subje6^,  not  to 
suffer  the  malignant  breath  of  the  vicious  to  tar- 
nish the  chara6ler  of  any  part  of  our  Illustrious 
Royal  Family,  whose  greatness  and  preserva- 
tion constitute  all  those  blessings  peculiar  to 
English  liberty,  and  whose  safety,  dignity,  and 
honour,  are  so  united  with  the  safety,  dignity, 
and  honour  of  the  subje61:,  that  when  the 
one  ceases  to  exist,  the  other  must  cease  to  be 
happy. 

Non  possidentem  multa  vocaveris 
Refte  beatum  :  reftius  occupat 
Nomen  beati,  qui  Deorum 
Muneribus  sapienter  uti 
Duraraque  callet  Pauperiem  pati 
Pejusque  Letho  flagitiura  timet. 

HORACE. 

Under  these  impressions,  and  a6\uated  by  these 
pure  motives,  I  have  become  an  opponent  to 
the  contents  of  a  pamphlet  lately  written  by  Mr. 
JefFerys,  of  Pall-mall. 

As  this  Writer  has  laid  himself  open  to  free 
animadversion,  from  the  publicity  he  has  given  to 
fancied  injuries,  he  must  not  take  umbrage  if  I 
should  penetrate  a  little  beyond  the  surface,  and 
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throw  such  lights  on  the  folly  of  his  condudt, 
both  as  a  Tradesman,  Politician,  and  Courtier,  as 
will,  in  his  cooler  moments,  make  him  regret  the 
day  he  first  aspired  to  any  office  beyond  that  of 
his  own  compting-house.  His  pursuits  in  th^ 
years  of  his  youth,  can  be  of  no  moment  in  this 
discussion*.  1  therefore  commence  my  first  view 
of  his  condudl  in  the  year  1783,  when  he  was 
understood  to  have  been  a  man  of  some  respec- 
tability. 

From  this  period,  I  shall  trace  his  progressive 
movements  to  the  present  hour,  and  I  hope  with 
a  just  but  spirited  pencil,  shall  delineate  the  un^- 
bridled  passions  of  his  mind,  and  trace  the  cause 


*  As  Mr.  Jcfferys,  however,  appears  so  fond  of  BiographU 
cal  Anecdotes,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  mention  who  he  was, 
before  he  had  any  concerns  with  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Jetferys,  a  cutler 
near  Beaufort-buildings,  in  the  Strand.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  was  bound  an  apprentice  to  a  silversmith  (a  relation)  in 
Cockspur-street,  where,  for  a  short  time  after  the  expiration 
of  his  articles,  he  performed  the  duties  of  a  shopman.  His 
father  afterwards  advanced  him  something  less  than  four  thou- 
sand pounds,  which  set  him  up  in  business  at  the  corner  of 
Dover-street,  Piccadilly.  His  connexion,  and  the  extensive 
credit  he  obtained,  were  first  owing  to  the  favours  of  I^is  Royal 
Pighness  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

«2 
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of  those  misfortunes  which  he   has  ungenerously 
and    ungentlemanly  attributed    to    His    Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales.     In   those  happy 
days  Mr.  Jefferys  was   conducting    the  business 
of  a  jeweller  and    goldsmith,  and  had  he  made  a 
prudent  use   of  his  connexions,  he  might    have 
realized   a  fortune  in  a  few  years.     But  the  mo- 
ment His  Royal  Highness  was  numbered  in  the 
list   of  his  customers,  Mr.  Jeiferys   became  ano- 
ther man  ;  his  mind  was  not  of  a  texture  strong 
enough  to   retain    the   same    notions   which    he 
would  have  possessed  in  doing  business  with  any 
gentlem.an   of  less    dignity   than    the   Prince  of 
Wales.     The   elegant  and  polished    manners  of 
His   Royal   Highness,    and  that    ease  and   affa- 
bility of  address  which  charaflerize  this  Illustri- 
ous Personage,  poor  Jefferys  took  for  proofs  of 
equality    and   permanent    friendship ;  and    thus, 
after  a  few  interviews,  he  thought  he  got  his  foot 
on  the  first  step  of  a  ladder  that  would,  one  day 
or  other,  raise  him  to  something  little  less  than 
the  Premiership  of  England. 

"  Out  of  thine  own  mouth  will  I  condemn  thee." 
"  His    Royal    Highness    received    me    with 
great  kindness  of  manners,    and  so  completely 
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captivated  me  by  his  condescenGions,  that, 
3'oung  and  credulous  as  I  then  was,  I  imagined 
my  fortune  made  by  his  smile*." 

If  he  had  wisely  taken  a  view  of  his  compara- 
tive situation  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  before 
he  had  presumed  to  obtrude  himself  as  a  compa- 
nion, he  would  have  shown  as  great  a  mind  as 
lionest  Job  Thornberry,  in  Colman's  excellent 
Comedy  of  John  Bull.  When  Sir  Simon  Rochdale 
asks  him  to  take  a  chair, 

*'  I  thank  you,  Sir  Simon,  I  know  my  proper  place,"  ice, 

but  this  was  not  the  case — the  moment  His  Royal 
Highness  smiled  on  him,  Jefferys  negleded  his 
shop  for  Carlton  House,  and  increased  in  alti- 
tude two  feet — at  least  he  became  tall  enough  to 
look  over   the   heads   of  his  former   friends   and 

■*  Some  time  after  ]\Ir,  Jefferys  was  received  at  Carlton 
House,  His  Majesty  laboured  under  severe  indisposition, 
and  Mr,  Jefferys  gave  it  out,  that  in  case  the  country  should 
lose  its  beloved  King,  he  should  fit  up  a  little  room  at  the 
back  of  his  shop  in  Dover-street,  to  receive  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  of  Wales,  where,  he  had  no  doubt,  the  secret 
affairs  of  the  State  would  be  daily  adjusted,  and  that  his  ta- 
lents would  be  employed  in  some  office  of  importance  imme- 
diately under  the  First  Personage  of  the  Crown.  "  O  Natty 
Jefferj's  !  Natty  Jefferys  O  !" 
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companions.  It  is  a  known  fa(f>,  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferys  took  every  opportunity  of  throwing  him- 
self in  the  way  of  the  Prince,  for  Royal  notice, 
and  many  persons  have  observed,  be  got  tall  and 
ihin,  as  he  became  the  Prince's  shadow.  While 
Mr.  Jefferys  was  for  years  negleding  business 
to  pay  his  court  at  Carlton  House,  and  using  all 
the  seduclivc  arts  of  a  flatterer  to  raise  himself 
to  some  honourable  post  in  the  State,  it  would 
not  have  become  His  Royal  Highness  to  have 
said,  '*  Mr.  JefTerys,  I  do  not  presume  to 
question  the  state  of  your  affairs,  but  if  you 
are  continually  at  my  doors,  and  in  all  my 
walks,  I  am  afraid  your  shop  and  business  will 
not  continue  long  in  a  floLirishing  state."  This 
was  the  duty  of  Mr.  Jeflerys  to  have  inquired 
into,  and  not  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  point  out. 
What  a  contrast  may  be  drawn  between  Mr. 
JefTerys  and  the  wealthy  Citizens  of  London,  who, 
though  frequently  honoured  with  the  lustre  of 
His  Royal  Highness's  society,  and  mix  in  his 
gayest  circles,  yet  make  a  prudent  and  modest 
use  of  his  company,  politeness,  and  favours,  and 
are  not  continually  obtruding  themselves  at  the 
expence  of  that  time,  which,  properly  employed_, 
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is  the  support  of  their  consequence.  Every  per- 
son at  all  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  trade, 
must  know,  that  if  a  shopkeeper  docs  not  dedi- 
cate his  time  to  the  proper  adjustment  of  his 
books,  and  be  ready  behind  the  counter  to  at- 
tend his  customers,  his  servants  will  in  all  nroba- 
bility  fatten  on  his  misfortunes,  and  afterwards 
visit  him  in  a  gaol  in  the  chara6ler  of  an  equal, 
and  give  him  relief  out  of  his  own  property. 
There  are  many  shades  of  light  in  which  Mr. 
Jefferys'  conduct  as  a  tradesman  may  be  shewn, 
to  convince  the  most  rigid  sceptic,  that  his 
vanity  has  been  the  cause  of  his  ruin,  and  not 
his  money  concerns  with  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
When  he  had  once  found  access  to  the  pri- 
vate chamber  of  His  Royal  Highness,  and 
sneaked  into  his  confidence  (luhich  he  has  noiu- 
meanly,  ungentlemanlyf  and  dishonourably  vio- 
lated, to  gratify  an  unprof  table  revenge),  his  for- 
mer establishment  as  a  tradesman  would  not  do  ; 
the  same  company  he  was  once  happy  to  see  at 
his  festive  board,  were  now  not  high*  enough  in 

*  Mrs.  Jefferys  is  a  lady  highly  esteemed  for  all  those  qua- 
lities which  distinguish  the  virtuous,  prudent,  and  amiable 
wife ;  and  her  relations  are  perbons  of  the  first  rcspeftability 
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rank  for  his  new  connexion,  consequently  every 
thing  expensive  was  purchased,  to  correspond 
with  the  character  and  dignity  of  his  visitors. 

A  town  and  country  house,  table,  servants,  &c. 
necessary  for  the  reception  of  his  elevated  com- 
panions, must  have  made  a  very  considerable  dif- 
ference in  his  yearly  expenditure,  and  where  ele- 
gant dinners  were  often  given,  the  clear  income 
of  Mr.  Jefferys  must  have  been  very  great,  or 
the  natural  conclusion  of  any  rational  man  must 
be,  that  principal,  and  not  profit,  went  to  defray 
the  extravagant  expences  of  his  folly.  A  trades- 
man who  reside^  within  the  circle  of  fashionable 
life,  must  know  that  business  cannot  be  done 
an^ong  the  Nobility  without  giving  long  credit, 
and  if  his  capital  is  ever  so  large,  he  ought  to  be 
a  close  attendant  to  business,  and  a  man  of  proper 
economy,  otherwise  he  may  soon  be  numbered 


and  property  in  the  City  of  London.  To  shew  the  silly  vanity 
of  Mr.  Jefferys,  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  with  the 
exception  of  one  relation,  who  is  now  Common  Serjeant  of 
London,  he  held  his  wife's  family  in  the  utmost  contempt, 
from  their  being  Citizens.  Since,  however,  his  fancied  con- 
sequence is  diminished,  he  would  often  have  been  thankful 
for  their  friendship  and  pecuniary  services  ;  but,  knovAng  the 
vian,  they  despise  his  condu6t,  and  only  notice  him  on  account 
of  his  wife  being  their  sister. 
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among  the  unfortunate  in  the  Gazette,  in  conse-- 
quence  of  the  lieavy  yearly  demands  he  has  to 
answer,  though  he  may  not  get  paid  by  his 
noble  customers  for  several  years.  But  the  Nobi- 
lity know  perfectly  well,  that  they  pay  very  amply 
for  their  long  credit ;  and  the  profit  a  tradesman 
attaches  to  his  articles  for  seven  years,  is  gene- 
rally very  handsome  interest  for  the  use  of  his 
money.  I  am,  therefore^  not  surprized  that  the 
Nobility  do  not  feel  for  men  of  this  description, 
when  they  see  a  jeweller  keeping  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Prince,  and  giving  the  dinners  of  a  King. 
.  Having  traced  Mr.  Jefferys  from  the  fountain 
of  his  folly,  into  the  rapid  current  of  his  own 
ruin,  which  has  led  him  to  his  last  desperate  a(5l 
of  publishing  a  voyage  pregnant  with  nothing 
but  audacity  and  imbecility,  I  shall  now  beg 
leave  to  combat  the  various  passages  of  his  work, 
and  give  my  free  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  his 
motives.  He  commences  his  attack  on  His 
Royal  Highness  in  these  terms :  "  The  task 
which  necessity  (arising  from  oppression)  has 
imposed  upon  me  is  not  difficult,  support- 
ed as  I  am  by  the  justice  of  my  cause,  and 
confident    in  the   liberal  feelings   of  the  pub- 
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lie  upon  a  case  of  such  peculiar  hardship,  as, 
perhaps,  never  before  engaged  their  atten- 
tion." He  places  the  cause  of  his  pamphlet  to 
necessity.  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  whether 
the  public  called  upon  him  to  publish  his  case  for 
universal  pity  or  relief,  or  with  a  view  to  partici- 
pate vi'ith  him  in  a  malicious  attack  on  His  Royal 
Highness,  whose  elevation  of  character  is  Mr. 
JefFerys'  protection.  I  believe  the  intelligent 
and  liberal  part  of  the  world  will  think  with  me, 
that  Mr.  Jefferys  has  done  himself  no  possible 
good  by  his  publication,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  sum  of  money  he  may  get  by  his  author- 
ship. 

The  threat  of  publication  which  Mr.  JefFerys 
lield  out  to  His  Royal  Highness,  only  met 
with  the  contempt  and  indignation  such  condudl 
deserved  ;  sensible  as  the  Prince  of  Wales  must 
have  been,  that  any  publicity  given  to  their  mo- 
ney concerns,  would  shew  Mr.  Jefferys  to  be,, 
what  every  honourable  man  has  a  ready  name  for. 
Did  Mr.  Jefferys  suppose,  after  a  violation  of 
confidence,  and  the  indelicate  and  ungentlemanly 
use  of  a  Lady's  name  (whose  sex  ought  to  have 
protc61ed  her  from   insult),  that  he  would  repair 


] } 

the  supposed  losses  be  complains  of,  by  the  little 
paltry  means  be  has  taken  in  calling  public  atten- 
tion to  the  exposure  of  bis  own  de^truciive  am- 
bition ? — if  be  did,  I  pity  bis  weakness.  But  it 
is  pretty  evident  be  did  not  expe6l  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  His  Royal  Highness,  consequently 
his  only  motive  was  to  ferment  the  public  mind 
with  an  idle  tale  of  his  misfortunes,  and  insult 
the  feelings  of  two  personages,  one  of  whom,  as  a 
Female,  cannot  defend  herself,  and  tbe  other,  as 
a  Prince,  cannot  condescend  to  soil  his  fingers 
in  an  affray  with  a  libeller.  Mr.  JefFerys  well 
knew,  that  the  situation  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness, and  his  female  opponent,  constituted  his 
shield  of  personal  safety.  The  knowledge  of 
personal  security  to  a  man  of  an  honourable  mind, 
would  be  alone  a  sufficient  reason  not  to  give 
an  insult,  when  tbe  situation  of  tbe  parties  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  avenging  tbe  offence. 
To  shew  in  the  clearest  possible  point  of  view, 
that  Mr.  Jefferys'  pamphlet  was  the  offspring  of 
a  malicious  mind,  and  not,  as  be  says,  tbe  crea- 
ture of  necessity  to  defend  his  charaSler^  I  disse<5l 
the  following  paragraph. 

<^  Though  not  a  dithcult  task,  it  is  nevcrthe- 
c  2 
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less  a  very  painful  duty,  to  be  compelled  as  I 
DOW  am,  in  defence  of  my  charn(9:er,  which 
has  been  most  severely  reflected  upon  (and 
nothing  less  than  such  a  feeling  could  lead  to 
such  an  ad^),  to  bring  forward,  in  no  very 
amiable  point  of  view,  the  conduct  of  .a  per-^ 
sonage  so  exalted  in  rank  as  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales." 

It  appears  from  the  above,  that  he  has  been 
most  severely  refledled  upon  :  that  may  have  been 
the  case  ;  his  friends  would  naturally  condemn  a 
tradesman  for  keeping  the  expensive  company  of 
persons  so  far  above  his  station  in  life,  without 
zny  fortune  but  that  arising  from  bis  shop  ;  and 
his  creditors  would  also  censure  his  condu(?t  for 
having  supported  the  establishment  of  a  nobleman 
with  the  money  that  ought  to  have  been  appro,- 
priated  for  the  satisfaction  of  their  demands.  Mr. 
JefFerys  feeling  the  justness  of  these  rebukes, 
accounts  for  the  sentiments  of  this  par^thesis 
(and  nothing  less  than  such  3.  feeling  could  lead 
to  such  an  a61)  v/hich  in  plain  English  means, 
that  he  was  become  desperate  with  his  fplly  and 
weakness,  and  to  appear  in  proper  charadter  he 
committed  a  desperate  ^£1,  which  has  shewn  him 
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in  a  less  amiable  point  of  view  than  he  can  pos- 
sibly place  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

Mr.  JefFerys  has  observed,    that  he  got  the 
favour  of  His  Royal   Highness  in    consequence 
of  Mr.  Gray,  an  eminent  jeweller  o(  Sackville- 
street,  having  requested  a  settlement  of  the  great 
demands  he  had  at  Carlton  House.     Had  any  one 
of  less  consequence  than  His   Royal  Highness 
expressed  an  inclination  to  enter  his  name  in  Mr. 
JefFerys'  books,  he  would  have  shook  his  head 
and  said,  "  No,  Sir,  I  cannot  think  of  that ;  you 
have  left  Mr.  Gray  because  he  applied    to  you 
for  money,  and  as  it   is   inconvenient  to  you  to 
settle  any  part  of  his  bill,  I  must   beg  leave  to 
decline  the  honour  of  opening  an  account  with 
you."     Mr.  Jefferys  knows  very  well  that  would 
have  been    the  case ;  indeed    I  am    inclined  to 
believe  he  would  have  used  almost   the  same 
language  to  His  Royal  Highness,  if  his  ambi- 
tious mind  had  not  pointed  out  to  him  prospects 
far  above  a  jeweller's  shop.     If  the  public  think 
Mr.  JefFerys  opened  an  account  with  His  Royal 
Highness  with  no  other  view  but  that  of  getting 
^  good  customer,  they  are  very  much  deceived — 
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every  thing  he  did  to  accommodate  tlie  Prince 
of  Wales,  was  accom.panied  with  motives  ol  the 
most  ambitious  avarice.  If  the  Prince  of  Wales 
could  have  raised  him  to  the  Cliancellorship  of 
England,  JefFerys  would  have  purchased  his  robes 
and  wig,  and  taken  his  seat  in  his  respe6live 
Courts  and  the  House  of  Peers,  in  defiance  of 
the  ridicule  and  opposition  of  the  whole  nation. 

Amidst  all  his  plausible  inventive  against  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  he  now 
and  then  is  candid  enough  to  acknowledge 
that  he  made  it  his  business  to  be  about  the 
person  of  the  Prince.  "  From  this  time  not 
a  day  passed  for  several  years,  in  which,  negledl- 
Ing  my  general  business,  I  did  not  spend  half  my 
time  at  Carlton  House."  How  could  any  thing 
but  ruin  follow  such  improper  condudt ;  it  was 
not  only  unjust  to  himself,  but  equally  so  to 
his  wife  and  family  ;  even  the  warning  of  his 
friends  hjd  no  effect  on  him  ;  he  was  deter- 
mined to  be  something  very  great,  or  nothing ; — 
aut  Cicsar  aiit  nulltis  !  and  his  publication  clearly 
shews  that  his  progress  in  life  has  been  a  retro- 
grade motion. 

**  Whatever  feelings  of  the  most  devoted  at- 
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tachments  I  had  hitherto  entertained  for  the 
Prince  of  Wales."  I  cannot  suffer  this  senti- 
ment to  pass  unquestioned.  Mr.  JefFerys  had  no 
attachment  for  His  Royal  Highness  at  this^  or 
any  subsequent  time,  as  I  shall  shew  from  the 
whole  of  his  condu6l  towards  his  Royal  Patron. 
Instead  of  "  tlie  most  devoted  attachment,"  he 
meant  the  "  most  devoted  sycophancy,"  which 
is  the  real  sense  of  his  language.  He  then  goes 
on  to  say,  in  the  same  paragraph,  "  a  circum- 
stance occurred,  the  particulars  of  which  I  am 
now  about  to  relate,  and  which  sealed  and 
confirmed  all  my  ideas  as  to  the  perfccl  confi- 
dence which  might  be  placed  in  the  assurances 
of  His  Royal  Highness,  as  to  the  future  pro- 
teclion  of  me  and  my  family,  should  (which  I 
then  little  thouglit  would  be  the  case)  any  misfor- 
tunes overtake  me,  and  make  a  resort  to  such 
protecSlion  necessary." 

If  Mr.  Jefferys  had  published  this  account 
corre61ly,  it  would  then  be  clearly  seeo,  vC'hat 
even  his  ingenuity  has  not  been  able  to  conceal 
in  the  above  observations,  that  all  his  efforts  to 
oblige  the  Prince  of  Wales,  carried  with  them 
exorbitant  claims  on  His   Royal  Highness  for 
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himself  and  family,  which  be  has  qualified  m 
these  words — "  should  any  misfortunes  overtake 
me."  The  sense  of  the  paragraph  implies,  that 
he  did  not  care  what  became  of  his  business,  or 
how  he  made  use  of  his  creditors  property^  as 
long  as  he  could  obtain  the  shadow  of  a  hope 
that  he  should,  one  day  or  the  other,  rise  to 
some  office  of  eminence  in  the  country. 

He  has  now  found  out,  from  what  follows  in 
the  succeeding  paragraph,  that  it  was  a  great 
want  of  foresight  in  him  to  form  *'  such  conclu- 
!?ions  as  he  then  did  ;"  and  he  goes  on  to  say, 
he  was  "  deluded  and  misled."  Yes,  he  was 
deluded  and  misled  ;  but,  if  a  man  will  shut  his 
eyes  and  walk  over  stones,  he  must  expe6l  to 
break  his  shins.  His  insatiable  ainhition,  was 
the  deceptive  mirror  which  magnified  nods  and 
smiles  into  sinecures  of  honour,  and  Royal  affa- 
bility into  solid  friendship. 

If  any  sincere  friend  had  taken  the  liberty  to 
have  addressed  him  in  the  following  terms,  Jef- 
fcrys  would  have  spurned  him  for  ever. 

"  MY   DEAR  JEFFERYS, 

"  I  have  with  ihe  utmost  pain  observed  your  folly  for  se- 
vprnl  years  pastj  you  have  flattered  yourself,  from  having  had 
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free  Access  to  the  chamber  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  that  you  could  command  any  thing  your  mighty 
and  ambitious  heart  panted  for ;  and  having  accommodated 
His  Auf^ust  Personage  with  various  articles  to  a  considerable 
amount,  you  have  foolishly  thought  he  dared  not  refuse  you 
any  objed  of  your  wish.  The  debt  already  contrafted  wiTl, 
no  doubt,  be  paid  one  time  or  the  other  j  and,  if  you  imme- 
diately return  to  your  counting-house,  and  attend  to  irs  neces- 
sary concerns.  His  Royal  Highness's  account  will  not  hurt  you  3 
but  while  you,  as  a  tradesman,  are  always  following  a  Perso- 
nage so  much  your  superior  in  station,  the  public  will  feel  no 
inclination  to  employ  you,  as  they  will  naturally  think  you  are 
above  your  business,  or  that  you  will  charge  such  exorbitant 
prices  for  your  articles,  as  will  go  a  great  way  towards  paying 
the  debts  of  others.  My  dear  Jefferys,  it  is  not  too  late  to 
exert  yourself)  think  no  more  of  the  politics  of  Cabinets, 
Parliamentary  Opposition,  and  Sinecures ;  but  by  your  pro- 
fessional assiduity  do  your  best  tor  your  creditors,  family  and 
self,  and  once  more  try  to  walk  humbly  before  your  God." 

Mr.  Jefferys  proceeds  to  inform  us,  that 
in  the  year  l/QO,  His  Royal  Highness  sent 
for  him,  and  said,  he  had  a  great  favour  to 
ask  of  Mr.  J.  "  which  if  I  could  accom- 
plish, would  be  doing  him  the  greatest  ser- 
vice, and  he  should  ever  consider  it  accordingly.*' 
— Agreeable  to  the  account  of  this  pamphlet. 
His  Royal  Highness  then  proceeded  to  state, 
"  that  a  creditor  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  had  made 
a  very  peremptory  demand  for  the  payment  of 
about    1600/.;     that     Mr.  Weltje    had    beca 
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sent  by   His   Royal  Highness  to    the    crecTitor 
making    such  demand,    to   desire  it    might  be 
placed    to    the    Prince's     account.       This    was- 
refused  to  be  done,    on  the  ground    that  Mrs. 
Fitzherbert,  being  a  woman  of  na  rank  or  con- 
sideration in  the  eye  of  the  law,  as  to  personal 
privilege,  was  amenable  to  an  immediate  process, 
which  was   not  the  ease  with   His  Royal  High  - 
ness.     This  the  Prince  stated  to  have  caused  in 
his  mind  the  greatest  uneasiness,  for  fear  of  the 
consequences  that  might  ensue,  as  it  was  not  in 
the   power   of  His  Royal  Highness  to  pay  the 
money  then,  or  to  name  an  earlier  period  for  sa 
doing  than  three  or  four  months.     The  request 
His   Royal    Highness   h.ad  to  niake  to  me  was, 
that  I  would   interfere  upon   the   occasion,  and 
prevent,  if  possible,  any  personal  inconvenience- 
to  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  which   wouM  be  attended 
with  extreme  mortitlcation  to  the  feelings  of  His 
Royal  Highness." 

Mr.  JefFerys  assured  His  Royal  Highness  that  he 
would  do  all  he  could  in  the  business  ;  and,  when 
Mr.  JefFerys  returned  to  Carlton  Plouse  on  the 
foW&w'mg  day,  he  presented  the  Prince  of  Wales 
with  a  receipt  for  the  wliole  sum,  1585/,  11^.  7^« 


which  he  bad  that  morning  paid,  being,  as 
he  says,  "  the  only  effectual  means  of  pacifying, 
the  creditor,  and  removing;  from  the  mind  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  anxiety  under  which  he 
appeared  so  strongly  to  labour." 

There  is  an  old  remark,  which  Mr.  Jefferys' 
condudl  has  fully  verified — ''  never  receive  a  fa- 
vour of  your  inferior,  or  he  will  cancel  the  oblir 
gation  by  the  publicity  he  gives  to  his  kindness.'* 
VV'as  there  any  thing  criininal  or  improper  in  the 
Prince  of  Wales  asking  the  temporary  assist- 
ance of  his  tradesman  ?  whose  extensive  business 
warranted  every  probable  conclusion  tliat  he 
could  not  be  without  a  few  lum(h"cd  pounds  at 
his  command,  and  who  kept  up  his  consequence 
^s  long  GS  he  could,  bij  the  apljaarance  of  great 
tveahh  :  a  man  too,  wlio  was  daily  clioakir.g 
His  Royal  Highness  uitli  professions  of  reve 
rence  and  attachment,  and  who  was  hourlv 
receiving  His  Royal  Highness's  favcmrs,  and 
the  benefits  his  illustrious  influence  had  given 
iiim  in  the  highest  circles  of  life. 

But  to  proceed  a  little  tarther  in  my  remarks  on 
this  7)17 ghty  favour,  for  which  Mr.  JcfFerys  would 
scarcely  have  'thought  the  Treasiirership  of  the 
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Navi/  too  great  a  return.  The  sum  paid  for 
the  use  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  and  placed  to  the 
account  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  1585/.  11^. 
6d.  which  General  Hulse  repaid  to  Mr.  Jefferys  at 
the  end  of  three  months.  As  Mr.  Jefferys  does 
not  inform  the  public  whether  he  received  any 
legal  interest  for  the  use  of  his  money,  they  may 
make  their  conclusions  on  that  point.  But  to 
speak  hypothetically,  suppose  he  did  not  receive 
the  legal  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  the  use  of 
the  above  money,  then  the  whole  of  the  favour 
conferred  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  the  amount 
of  the  sum  which  1585/.  1 U.  Gd.  will  pro- 
duce, at  the  legal  interest  of  five  per  cent.  ;  for 
to  accuse  a  man  of  Mr.  Jefferys'  liberal  and  en- 
larged mind  of  umrious  motives,  would  he  wi» 
just^  therefore  five  per  cent,  for  the  use  of  the 
Cibove  sum  for  three  months,  is,  accordmg  to 
loose  calculation,  about  twenty  pounds. 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  hi'  pamphlet  he  also 
mentions  having  a  second  time  accommodated 
His  Royal  Hig'ir.ess  with  a  loan  of  420/.  which 
was  paid  him  in  the  course  of  fifteen  months, 
the  interest  of  which  does  not  exceed  thirty 
p07a:d^>.    Now  the  language  of  Mr.  Jefferys  must 
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induce  any  one  to  think,  that  he  expected  some- 
thing far  beyond  the  paltry  interest  of  live  per 
cent,  for  the  temporary  service  he  had  rendered 
to  His  Royal  Highness.  Read,  and  then  judge  : 
"  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  payment  of  the  money 
will  not  be  considered  by  the  world  as  discharg- 
ing the  obligation,  however  it  might  do  the 
debt."  Mr.  JefTerys  forgets,  that  at  this  very  time 
he  had  the  enormous  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
clear  profit  out  of  every  three  hundred  pounds 
worth  of  articles  sent  to  Carlton  House.  But 
more  of  this  presently. 

I  am  confident  there  is  no  person  so  incredu- 
lous as  to  suppose.  His  Royal  Highness  could 
not  have  got  the  money  in  question  through 
any  other  medium  than  that  of  Mr.  Jcfferys ; 
for  if  His  Royal  Highness  had  felt  a  delicacv  in 
asking  any  of  his  noble  friends  and  associates 
for  the  loan  of  this  sum,  he  knew  very  well  that 
this  town  aboxnds  v.ith  persons  who  live  in  re- 
pute by  accommodating  the  public  with  m.oney 
at  a  moderate  interest,  when  their  property  is 
well  secured.  The  Prince  of  Wales  mirrht 
very  naturally  think  (as  Mr.  JefTerys  continually 
professed  to   be  flattered   with  the   honour  of 


22 

performing  any  affair  of  service  for  His   Royal 
Highness),  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  his 
condescending  to  make  Mr.  JefTerys  of  temporary 
use  in  an  affair  of  secrecy  : — but  look  at  the  re- 
turn  JefFerys   has   made  for  the   Prince's  good 
opinion  of  him.     His   ambition  has  induced  him 
to  tell  the  world,  that  His  Royal  Highness  ho- 
noured him  with  his  confidence,  and  the  malig- 
nity of  his  nature  has  prompted   him  to   give 
publicity  to  a  circumstance  that  could  not  have 
escaped  the  lips  of  a  gentleman^  under  any  circum- 
stances.    Whenever  a  man  is  induced  to  accuse 
another   of  a  real  or  an   imaginary  injury,    he 
ought  to  couch  his  sentiments  in  the  most  simple 
and  clear   terms,  otherwise   the  reader  will   he 
constantly  in   the  dark  as  to   the   true  meaning 
of  his  author.     Mr.  JefFerys  has  said   in  the  fol- 
lowing  words — *'  His  Royal   Highness  was    un- 
bounded in  his  expressions  of  satisfa^lion  at  what 
I  had  accomplished"   (meaning  the  payment  of 
Mrs.  Fitzherbert's   account,   &c.),  "  and  in  his 
assurances  of  future  support.'"  These  words  round 
abnost   every   period   in   his  pamphlet ;    and,    it 
must  be  observed,  that  they  are  indefinite  terms, 
I  confess  I  do   rot  know  whether  Mr.  JefFerys 
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meant  to  convey  hy  these  u-ords,  that  His  Royal . 
Highness  had  promised  to  keep  him  as  a  butterfly 
to  flutter  round  his  person   in  the   dog-days  ;  or 
to  place  him  on  the  bench  of  a  Court  of   Con* 
science,  which  would  be  the  most  uneasy  seat  he 
ever    took ;    or  make  him   inspe6\or-general  of 
the    petitions   of    fraudulent     debtors — a   place 
for  which    his  knowledge  and  talents  are  peculi- 
arly qualified  ;  or  make  him  keeper  of  the  lions 
in   the  Tower,  where  he  might  learn  dignity  of 
demeanor,  and  improve    the  natural  ferocity  of 
his  nature  ;  or  make  him  Peeping  Tom  of  Co- 
ventry,  where  he  would  pry  into  the  secrets  of 
the  great,  and  then  tell  the  whole  town  what  be 
had  seen  and  heard. 

To  resume  my  serious  view  of  this  man's  con- 
duct (which  scarcely  deserves  any  thing  but  con-r 
tempt  aiid  ridicule),  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe, 
that  Mr.  Jeiferys  has  been  cunning  enough  to 
conceal  from  the  public  the  nature  of  the  support 
which,  he  says,  the  Prince  of  Wales  so  repeat- 
edly promised  him.  But  shall  I  unfold  this 
great  secret,  and  tell  him  and  the  world,  that 
His  Royal  Highness's  promises  never  implied 
any  thing  more  than  a  support  of  Mr.  Jefterys 
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as  a  man  of  business  ?  and  that,  of  course,  could 
only  be  understood  to  continue  while  he  had 
the  art  of  behaving  as  a  tradesman  ought  to  do 
towards  a  Prince  ;  particularly  a  personage  whom 
I  will  presently  shew,  has  been  the  best  customer 
JefFerys  ever  had  :  whether  he  has  made  a  pru- 
dent and  wise  use  of  his  Illustrious  Patron,  is 
another  matter.  If  he  had  not  assumed  the 
fine  geiillemcm,  but  preserved  the  charadler  of  a 
respe6lable  tradesman  (which  he  was  only  fit 
for),  poor  Jefferys  would  have  been  at  this 
time  a  man  of  mettle ;  but  now,  alas!  he  has 
no  more  brass  than  what  the  Prince  of  Wales  has 
recentlv  found  in  h\s  face,  and  the  public  in  his 
paQJiphlet. 

Mr.  Jefferys  proceeds  to  say,  that  the  Prince 
of  Wales  and  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  waited  on  him 
for  the  express  purpose  of  returning  their  thanks 
for  his  having  set  their  minds  at  rest  with 
respect  to  the  1500/.  just  mentioned:  but  it 
appears  that,  however  great  the  condescension 
and  politeness  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  to 
him,  nothing  short  of  some  great  office  in  the 
State  could  appease  the  cravings  of  his  vora- 
cious appetite. 
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Now  comes  a  paragraph  that  requires  my  par- 
ticular notice,  and  I  believe  the  candid  reader 
will  think  with  me,  that  it  will  sheiu  the  very 
slight  groinids  he  had  for  unwarrantably  intro- 
ducing to  public  notice  the  chara6terof  a  beauti- 
ful and  amiable  woman. 

"  As  to  what  passed  at  my  house  when  His 
Royal  Highness  came  there  with  Mrs.  Fitzher- 
bert,  a  person,  still  in  my  service,  was  present, 
and  to  whom  I  remarked,  immediately  as  the 
Prince  and  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  had  quitted  it,  that 
if  ever  I  should  have  the  misfortune  to  lose  the 
Prince's  favour,  I  should  have  cause  to  lament 
the  day  when  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  was  under  the 
necessity  of  thanking  me  for  a  service  performed 
to  her ; — an  observation  I  was  induced  to  makt-, 
from  the  mortified  pride  visible  in  the  counte- 
nance of  that  lad  v." 

First,  I  have  to  observe,  that  the  obligation  (if 
any)  was  due  from  Mrs.  Fitzherbe^  to  His  Royal 
Highness,  and  not  from  her  to  Mr.  Jefferys, 
consequently  she  had  no  rational  cause  to  feel 
mortified  on  the  occasion ;  nor  is  it  likely  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  would  have  requested  her  to 
accompany  him  to  Mr.  JefFerys'  dwelling,  if  it  had 
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been  unpleasant  to  her  feelings,  particularly  as 
His  Royal  Highness  had  acknavvledged  Mr.  Jef- 
ferys'  a6l  of  civility  in  the  morning,  when  he 
took  the  receipt  to  Carlton  House  for  the  money 
paid. 

It  clearly  appears  Mr.  Jefferys  did  not  know- 
how  to  account  for  the  scandalous  and  malicious 
introdu6lion  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert's  name  in  his 
pamphlet,  without  making  her  the  convenient 
cause  of  all  his  subsequent  ill-favour  with  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  In  order,  therefore,  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  libel  an  amiable  Lady  in  con- 
jundlion  with  His  Royal  Highness,  he  assumed 
the  character  of  a  physiognomist,  who  could  dis- 
cover  all  the  secrets  of  the  heart  from  watching 
the  movements  of  the  eye,  the  dilation  or  con- 
tra6lion  of  the  brow,  and  all  the  muscular  a6tions 
of  the  face  ;  and  thus  to  give  a  specious  colouring 
to  an  unmanly  :i6i,  it  answered  his  purpose  to 
fancy  a  visible  ^enmity  in  her  face,  which  he  dates 
as  the  cause  of  his  ruin.  But  Mr.  Jefferys 
bhould  know,  that  there  are  people  in  this  town 
who  can  strip  tlie  veil  from  off  the  artfully  con- 
sirucied  period,  and  exhibit  the  impurity  of  the 
writer  in  all  the  glaring  colours  af  his  native  ini- 
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quity.     I  have  net  yet  done  with  the  above  para- 
graph. 

Mr.  JefFerys  observes,  that  the  moment  the 
Prince  and  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  had  left  him,  he 
told  his  servant,  that  he  should  lament  the  hour 
that  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  was  under  the  necessity  of 
thanking  him  for  any  service  conferred  on  her. 

What  opinion  must  the  public  have  of  a  mans 
mind  and  habits,  who  would  make  hie  servant  a 
confidant  on  such  a  delicate  subject  as  the  one 
before  us. 

i  beg  leave  to  inform  Mr.  Jelierys,  that  when 
he  lost  the  patronage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  it 
was  owing  to  the  weakness  of  his  head,  and  the 
volubility  of  his  tongue, 

"  If  a  fool  knows  a  secret,  he  tells  it  because  it  is  a  secret  j 
If  a  knave  knows  one,  he  tells  it  whenever  it  is  i)is  interest  to 
tell  it." 

LORD    CHESTERFIELD. 

Servants,  house-agents,  money- lenders,  and 
persons  of  all  descriptions,  knew  all  the  secrets 
of  Carlton  House,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Peeping  Tom  of  Coventry  to  obtain  in  the  daily 
walks  of  his  curiosity.  There  was  not  a  person, 
high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  who  had  any  thing  to 
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do  with  Mr.  JefFerys,  but  what  have  heard  him 
tsll  a  plausible  story  of  his  concerns  with  His 
Royal  Highness,  and  ahvays  at  the  expence  of 
the  Prinre^s  honour  and  reputation.  He  artfully 
thought  that  his  general  and  uniform  story  against 
the  Prince's  liberality  to  him,  would  obtain  public 
pity,  and  get  his  creditors'  mercy  and  forbearance ; 
so  that  he  has  literally  lived  like  a  viper,  and 
jiever  opened  his  mouth  but  to  cast  out  poison. 

This  man  is  a  pretty  charadler  to  bask  in  the 
sunshine  of  Royal  Favour,  and  inhale  the  air  of  a 
palace,  when  his  servant  is  the  repository  of  his 
secrets,  and  perhaps  the  monitor  of  his  aclions. 
If  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  to  reflect  a 
little  on  the  above  paragraph,  he  will  perceive 
that  Mr,  Jefferys  bad  the  materials  of  a  pamphlet 
in  contemplation  at  that  period,  and  perhaps  from 
the  very  first  moment  his  acquaintance  com- 
menced with  His  Royal  Highness  the  PriiKe  of 
Wales ;  as  he  appears  to  have  noted  every  cir- 
cumstance that  occurred,  in  case  he  should  not 
succeed  in  obraining  the  objects  of  his  ambition, 
he  then  would  possess  a  chain  of  trifles,  out  of 
which  he  could  compose  sixpenny-worth  of  trash 
on  the  virtues  and  good  qualities  of  his  own  na.lnre. 
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Th-e  following  passage  will  shew  that  his  mo* 
tives  in  accommodating  His  Royal  Highness 
were  of  the  most  mercenary  kind,  and  such  as 
the  most  greedy  and  unfeeling  usurer  would  blush 
to  have  thought  of : 

"  The  only  return  made  by  Mrs.  Fitzherbertj 
(for  what  was  also  acknowledged  by  her  as  a  great 
obligation)  was  the  purchase  at  different  times  of 
goods  in  which  I  dealt,  to  the  amount  in  the 
whole  of  120/." 

He  then  goes  on  to  observe,  that  he  waited  a 
considerable  time  for  his  bill,  which  General 
Hulse  settled  by  order  of  His  Royal  Highness  j 
but  Mr.  Jefferys  ought  to  have  told  the  public, 
that  the  profit  on  the  articles  delivered  to  Mrs. 
Fitzherbert,  was  more  than  interest  for  the  use 
of  his  money  for  several  years.  So  much  for 
the  great  favour  he  boasts  of  having  conferred  on 
the  above  Lady. 

At  the  time  the  Princess  of  Brunswick  and  His 
Royal  Highness  were  about  to  be  united  in  the 
bands  of  holy  wedlock,  Mr.  Jefferys  was  (by  his 
own  account)  much  about  the  person  of  His 
Royal  Highness;  and  having  ears  very  quirk, 
memory   better  than  good,  and  a  heart  and  viind 
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as  noble  and  as  attached  to  his  Patron,  as  a  spy 
is  to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  he  hung  on, 
and  stuck  to  his  Royal  Vidim  till  he  filled  him- 
self like  a  leach,  and  now  he  disgorges  the  mat- 
ter, to  €ase  himself  of  a  burthen,  and  live  by  the 
sale  of  his  vomit. 

He  acknowledges  his  breach  of  confidence  and 
the  proof  of  bis  dishonour  in  these  words:  *'  At 
that  period  I  passed  much  of  my  time  at  Carl- 
ton House  ;  and  though  I  may  provoke  the  anger 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  displeasure  of 
Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  /  zvill  state  that  vjhich,from  my 
hein^  so  much  with  His  Royal  Highness,  I  had  an  op" 
poriunity  of  OBSERVING  and  KNOlVINGr 

He  then  proceeds  to  state,  that  a  few  loose 
remarks  escaped  the  lips  of  His  Royal  Highness, 
which  conveyed  an  idea  that  Mrs.  Fitzherbert 
did  not  then  stand  in  the  same  estimation  she 
once  had  done  with  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Mr.  JefFerys  then  assumes  a  pretended  deli- 
cacy, and  says,  "  I  will  not  repeat  the  expressions 
of  His  Royal  Highness  upon  this  subjedl ;  it  is 
sufficient  to  say,  that  what  I  heard  was  not  of  a 
nature  to  increase  the  respedl  I  had  for  the  cha- 
ra(^cr  of  that  Lady." 
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I  am  inclined  to  think  no  one  who  has  read 
Mr.  JefFerys'  pamphlet,  will  believe  from  the 
general  feature  of  the  work,  that  he  would  have 
withheld  the  publicity  of  the  most  trifling  anec- 
dote that  could  wound  the  feelings  of  either  of 
the  personages  in  question  ;  and  I  cannot  but  ob- 
serve, that  he  appears  to  be  fearful,  his  dark  and 
malignant  insinuations  should  not  receive  credit, 
without  preparing  the  reader  with  a  plausible  pre- 
face to  the  subje(5l,  by  saying,  that  subsequent 
events  may  contradict  his  assertion,  meaning, 
that  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  has  since  that  period  re- 
gained her  influence  at  Carlton  House.  If  the 
reader  will  take  the  trouble  to  analyze  the  senti- 
ment of  the  paragraph,  and  then  compare  it  with 
the  difi^erent  parts  of  Mr.  JefFerys'  work,  and  the 
nature  and  complexion  of  his  mind,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  Mr.  Jefferys  v/ill  at  all  events  bear  the  dis- 
grace of  having  violated  the  confidence  of  a  Royal 
chamber,  though  he  may  not  leave  told  the  truth. 
The  subsequent  conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferys,  as  relatino- 
to  his  affairs  with  -the  Prince  of  Wales  and  his 
creditors,  will,  vv^hen  stated,  shew  that  he  is  liable 
to  mistake  fadts  :  I  do  not  say  wilfully ;  but 
when  a  man's  memory  is  treacherous^  he  cannot 
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always  tell  the  truth.  No  gentleman  who  feets? 
for  the  honour  of  his  table,  the  conversation  of 
himself,  family,  and  friends,  can  in  future  re* 
ceive  the  company  of  Mr.  JefFerys,  as  private 
colloquy  will  not  be  sacred  ;  and  as  he  has  now 
got  a  knack  of  authorship,  he  will  be  gleaning 
the  secrets  of  every  chamber,  in  order  to  make 
up  a  book  of  scandal,  or  a  scandalous  book. 

I  shall  now  pass  on  to  Mr.  JefFerys'  money 
concerns  with  the  Prince  of  Wales.  It  is  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  make  any  remark  on  his  ac- 
count of  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  various 
articles  furnished  to  His  Royal  Highness  and  the 
other  branches  of  the  Royal  Household,  as  I 
take  it  for  granted  his  statement  in  that  respe6t  is 
right. 

Mr.  Jefferys'  claim*  on  His  Royal  Highness 
was  85,028/.  \gs.  6d.  m  which  was  included  a 
profit  of  30  per  cent,  as  he  acknowledged  before 
the  Commissioners  for  condu6\ing  the  affairs  of 


*  A  very  interesting  paper,  entitled  **  The  Statesman"  has 
given  such  a  clear  analysis  of  the  arithmetical  part  of  Mf. 
Jefferys'  account,  that  I  have  inserted  parts  of  it,  nearly  ver^ 
latim,  but  with  some  fev/  alterations  of  arrangement. 
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His   Royal   Highness,    when   examined  by   the 
Right  Hon.  WilHam  Pitt. 

Therefore  the  amount   of   his   adual  disburse-     £.       s,     d. 

'^^°t  was 5p  520     5     8 

His  prorit  of  30  per  cent,  on  the  whole  demand, 

^^^ 25,508   13   10 

Making  the  amount  of  Jefferys'  claim     85,028   19     6 

JefFerys  admits  his  receipts  to  bf 68,220  18     O 

And  states  his  deficiencies  at \q  S08     1     Q 

The  amount  of  the  claims     ^.85,028  19     6 

The  profits  of  Jefferys,  as  he  admitted  to  the 

Commissioners,  amounted  to    25  503   13   10 

Lord  Cliolmondeley,  on  his 

legal  claim  of  50,997/.  IOj. 

paid  him  in  cash  25,000/. 

then  there  remained    but 

'^5,g97l'  105.  from  which 

the  Commissioners  dedu6t-      £.      s.     d. 

ed  10  per  cent 2,599  15     O 

Deduction     on     his    second 

claim  of   24,700/.  at  ten 

percent 2,470     0     0 

Deduction  on  his  third  claim 

of  9,33]/.  99.  6d.  at  ten 

Per-ent p33     2     5 

The  whole  amount  of  the  de- 
du6tions  made  from  the  en- 
tire demand,  was  only  . .     6,00217     3 

F 
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Jefferys   received  in  Dcben-         £.    s.  d.  £.      s.    d. 

tures,  payable  in  full,  and 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  5/.  per  cent,  per  ann. 
54,026/.  2s.  \d.  upon 
which  be  says  he  lost  20 
percent 10,805     4     1 


Amount  of  deficiencies,  as  stated  by  Jefferys      l6,S08     I     6 

These  dt^ficiencies,  dedutted  from  the  profits 

admitted  above,  leave  a  clear  profit  of         £.8,700  12     4 


Mr.  Jefferys,  according  to  his  own  account, 
had  a  profit  of  8,700/.  12.?.  4d.  after  all  deficien- 
cies were  deducled,  including  his  pretended  loss 
of  20  per  cent,  on  the  Debentures,  which  he 
ought  not  to  have  converted  into  money  with- 
out the  consent  of  his  creditors.  The  Deben- 
tures bore  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  and  were 
payable  in  full ;  and  Mr.  Jcffervs  ought  not  to 
have  made  a  pretended  sacrifice  of  20  per  cent, 
on  so  great  a  part  of  his  creditors'  property, 
without  callinn;  a  meetinjr  of  them  to  authorize 
him.  Had  he  adopted  this  line  of  fair  conduct 
towards  the  persons  who  had  placed  a  confidence 
in  his  honour,  and  kept  up  iiis  importance  as  a 
tradesman,  they  would  have  got  all  the  advan- 
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kges  arising  from  the  Debeiiturc^^  which  would 

have   brought   them    considerably    more   money 

than  the  two  dividends  Mr.  Jefferys   paid  as  a 

bankrupt,  amountin'g  together  to  one  shilling  and 

nine-pence  in  the  pound.     This  was  not  nine  per 

cent,  on  their  respective  demands,  and  not  half 

of  the  20  per  cent,  which  he  pretends  to  have 

lost  upon  those  Debentures.     If  his  creditors  had 

refused  to  receive  the  Debentures,  he  might  with 

some  justice  have  told  the  public,  that  they  had 

not  dealt  with   liberality  towards   him  ;  but  he 

took  good  care  not  to  try  their  liberality  in  that 

way. 

Mr.  Jefferys  complains  much  of  the  deduciions 

which  were  made  from  the  verdiSi  of  a  Jury^  and 

to  which  he  appears  to  attach  much  importance. 

It   may    here   be    proper  to  observe,    that  they 

amounted  only  to  2,599/.  15.?.  Surely  this  trifling 

sum  cannot  have  involved  him  in  the  difficulties 

of  which    he    complains ;  nor  v.'as,  as   he  says, 

"  the   sacred  principle  of  our  Constitution — the 

VerdiSl  of  a  Jury — rendered  of  no  effed."     Mr. 

Jefferys  must  recollect  the  Commissioners  were 

stridly  right,  and  proceeding  in  conformity   to 

the  Aa. 

f2 
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He  commenced  his  action  for  54,685/.     The 
Jury  gave  him  50,997/.    The  difference,  whether 
an   overcharge,  or   unfair  demand,    they  struck 
off;  and  the  reason  the  Jury  gave  so  large  a  ver- 
di6l,  was  in   consideration  of  the  extra  trouble 
Mr,  Jefferys  might  have  had  in  sele6ting  so  large 
a  quantity  of  diamonds  in  so  short  a  time  :  they 
certainly   were  very  bountiful  and   liberal  upon 
this  occasion.     The  persons  appointed  to  value 
them,  fixed  the  sum  at  only  43,700/.     Mr.  Jef- 
ferys says,  the  Jury  gave  him  a  legal  claim,  viz. 
for   50,997/.  ;    consequently   his    demand    of  the 
larger   sum  uas  not  a  fiistj  or  a   legal   claim. 
But  the  Commissioners  went  farther,  and  struck 
off"  a  larger  sum. 

The  Gentlemen  whom  the  Commissioners  em- 
ployed to  value  the  diamonds,  were  Mr.  Cripps, 
Mr.  Duval,  and  Mr.  Francillon  ;  the  nrst  said  in 
evidence,  he  had  been  fifty  years  in  the  jewellery 
trade  j  he  had  examined  them  article  by  article, 
and  estimated  them  at  43,700/.  (Mr.  Jefferys*  de- 
mand was  54,685/.  a  difference  of  only  11,000/.) 
In  that  estimate  he  allowed  Mr.  Jefferys  a  profit 
of  16  per  cent,  and  he  thought  a  consideration 
of  1200/.  would  be  sufficient  for  any  extra  trouble 
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Mr.  JefFerys  might  have  had  in  colleding  the 
diamonds.  Mr.  Duval  and  Mr.  Francillon  gave 
evidence  to  the  same  efiedt.  **  The  Gentlemen 
employed  by  Mr.  Jefferys  estimated  the  diamonds 
at  50,997/.  ;  but  then  it  is  necessary  to  observe, 
that  one  of  them  had  half  per  cent,  commission 
for  his  evidence,  and  that  the  three  others  were 
considerable  creditors  of  Mr.  Jefferys,  and  had 
sold  him  the  very  diamonds  in  question,  at  least 
the  greatest  part  of  them."  It  was  admitted  upon 
the  trial,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Jefferys,  that  he  had 
charged  a  profit  of  30  per  cent. !  Query,  How 
much  more  ?  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert,  from 
this  evidence,  that  Mr.  Jefferys  charged  more 
than  FORTY  per  cent. ;  and  it  is  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, that  in  the  valuation  at  43,700/.  there  was 
a  profit  included  of  16  per  cent,  therefore  the 
11,000/.  overcharged  by  Mr.  Jefferys  was  an  ad- 
ditional profit  of  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  which 
the  Jury,  by  their  verdid,  allowed  him  about  16 
per  cent.  !  !  ! 

Jefferys  complains  loudly  against  the  Commis- 
sioners, for  no:  paying  him  the  whole  of  his  de- 
mand, perhaps  40J-  in  the  pound.  But  it  seems 
;hat  he  is  no  less  angry  with  these  who  unfortu- 
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nacly  trusted  him,  who  complain  that  he  hat. 
only  paid  them  is.  gJ.  in  the  pound  ;  it  appears, 
however,  from  Jcfferys'  account,  now  before  the 
public  (allowing^  as  he  states  it,  20  per  cent,  loss 
on  the  Debentures)  that  he  has  positively  received 
i6j.  in  the  pound,  of  the  whole  demand  which 
he  made  on  the  Commissioners,  viz.  he  has  re- 
ceived 68, 220/.  i8-r.  out  of  85,028/.  ipf.  6^. 
But,  if  I  reckoned,  as  1  ought  to  do,  the  Deben- 
tures at  their  full  amount,  it  is  as  clear  that  Mr. 
JefTerys  received  \.%s.  7^.  in  the  pound,  as  it  is 
clear  he  only  paid  his  creditors  u.  C)d.  in  the 
pound  ;  ! I 

About  the  year  1796  he  received  of  Lord 
Cholmondeley  25,000/.  ready  money,  and  instead 
cf  appropriating  that  sum  to  liquidate  the  de- 
mands of  tliose  persons  who  enabled  him  to  an' 
5wer  the  orders  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  he  retired  from  business  with  a  pre- 
tended fortune^  and  in  the  possession  of  an  elegant 
house  in  Hertford-street,  May-fair,  and  another 
in   the  Isle  cf  Thanet*.     Mr.  JefFerys  then  went 

*  The  above  dwelling  was  built  by  Bond  Hopkins,  Esq. 
v.ho  fitted  it  up  in  a  proper  style  of  elegance;  but  when  it 
came  into  the  possession  of  Mr,  Jetferys,  he  thought  it  too 


39 

to  Coventry,  where  he  expended  near  yoool,  in 
gratifying  his  insatiable  ambition  to  become  a 
Member  of  Parliament  for  that  City.  With- 
out morahsing  on  this  act  of  injustice  to  his  cre- 
ditors, I  cannot  but  express  a  belief  he  wished 
to  secure  himself  from  the  legal  effeds  of  the  law, 
by  getting  the  protedion  that  is  attached  to  a 
person  in  Parliament. 

Since  the  first  edition  of  this  pamphlet  made 
Us  appearance,  my  belief  of  the  above  sentiment 
has  been  confirmed- by  a  Gentleman  of  the  County 
of  Warwick,  who  is  ready  to  verify  his  assertion 
on  oath,  that  he  heard  Mr.  Jefferys  declare,  he 
had  but  two  motives  for  getting  into  Parliament : 
the  one  was,  to  raise  himself  In  public  notice , 
and  the  other,  to  protecl  his  person  from  the  ef- 
feds  of  the  law,  and  laugh  at  his  creditors.  Mr. 
Jefferys  deserves  to  be  scorned  for  the  weakness  of 
such  a  remark)  and  I  leave  the  Public  to  pro- 
nounce his  deserts  for  the  pure  inientio?2S  of  his 
mind. 

I  am  creditably  informed  (and  I  have  no  reason 


mean  for  his  situation  in  life,  and  expended  vast  sums  in  giving 
tlic  mansion  all  the  grandeur  and  decorations  of  a  palace.  It 
U  now  the  residence  of  Lord  Keith. 
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to  doubt  my  authority)  that  his  priiu.ipal  credi 
tor,  Mr.  R — ,  of  the  City,  on  hearing  of  Mr. 
Jeffcrys'  journey  into  the  Land  of  Promise,  imme- 
diately went  after  him*  accompanied  by  Messrs. 
Touch  and  Takehm,  of  Tooke's-court,  Chancery- 
lane.  On  their  arrival  at  Coventry  some  arrange- 
ments were  entered  into,  which,  it  is  said,  gave 
Mr.  R.  the  possession  of  the  above  houses,  and 
a  sum  of  money.  "  The  -Statesman,*  gives  the 
following  account  of  him  when  at  Coventry  in  all 
his  glory. 

"  At  Coventry  the  utmost  precaution  was  taken  for  his  per- 
sonal security  ;  and  so  critically  desperate  were  bis  affairs, 
(hat  all  letters  intended  for  him  were  sent  under  cover  to  a 
fiiend,  who  received,  opened,  and  answered  them,  lest  the 
beaver,  or  postman,  might  be  a  bailiff  in  disguise.  In  going 
to,  and  returning  from  the  hustings,  he  was  always  surrounded 
by  a  hired  mob,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  an  arrest  ^  and  a  writ 
having  been  sent  down,  which  the  officer  either  could  not,  or 
would  not  i-erve,  the  Sheriff  was  sued  for  the  debt,  and  obliged 
to  pay  it.  Was  the  Sheriff  ever  reimbursed  by  the  late  M.  P, 
for  the  City  of  Coventry  ?  Such  was  the  fortune  with  which 
Jefferys  boasted  that  he  had  retired  from  business  ;  and  the 
means  by  which  he  gained  his  ele6tion  were  so  pure  and  in- 
corrupt, that  he  afterwards  confessed  it  cost  him,  or  rather 
cost  his  creditors,  only  4000/.*-     When  he  became  bankrupt, 

*  The  writer  of  this  article  has  mentioned  4000/.  as  ex- 
pended for  his  seat  in  Parliament.  My  information  leads  me 
to  believe  it  was  nearer  /OOO/.  as  just  stated  in  the  preceding 
page. 
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were  these  4000^.  fairly  stated  in  his  accounts  ?  Did  he  in- 
sert,  in  the  items  submitted  to  the  Commissioners,  the  sums 
which  he  had  expended  to  keep  up  the  shew  of  opulence  and 
splendour,  while  he  was  in  a  state  of  absolute  insolvency  !■ 
No — No  ! — His  books  did  not  exhibit  a  single  trace  of  any- 
past  career  of  extravagance,  dissipation,  or  profligacy.  All 
deficiencies,  all  '  the  dreadful  calamities  experienced  by  him- 
self  and  family,'  were  ascribed  to  one  cause,  *  the  depth  of 
enterprize  which  his  concerns  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  had 
assumed  !*  " 


Mr.  Jefferys  may  have  been  cunning  enough  to 
make  his  creditors  believe  that  he  was  ruined, 
"  by  placing  an  unlimited  confidence  in  a  quar- 
ter where  a  doubt  of  its  rectitude  would  have 
bfen  insult."  But  now  the  mask  is  taken  off,  the 
public  will  begin  to  view  the  subjeft  in  its  true 
light,  and  the  weeping  deceiver  must  get  the  re- 
ward that  is  Justly  due  to  the  dishonourable  and 
unworthy.  1  should  wish  to  be  informed,  how 
he  can  establish  the  position  of  the  above  passage. 
He  failed  for  40,000/.  when,  but  a  few  months 
before  he  lelt  the  shop,  he  set  himself  up  as  a 
Merpber  of  Parliament,  and  gave  out  to  the 
world,  that  he  had  retired  from  business  with  a 
fortune  exceeding  40,000/.  making  together  the 
enormous  sum  of  upwards  of  80,000/.  And  how 
does  he  account  for  this  sum  ?     By  stating  that 
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tlie  Commissioners  appointed  for  arranging  Hi? 
Royal  Highness's  affairs  had,  *'  fy  the  mode  of 
payment  they  had  adopted^  and  the  dedu6lions  they 
made,'  occasioned  deficiencies  (he  does  not  term 
them  losses,  nor  were  they,  he  knows  it  well,  but 
a  diminution  of  profit)  to  the  amount  of  16,808/. 
IS.  6d.  and,  by  stating  this  to  the  public,  be 
thinks  he  has  most  satisfactorily  accounted  for 
the  cause  of  his  ruin:  because,  to  use  Puff's  ex- 
pression in  the  Critic,  "  The  number  of  people  who 
read,  that  undergo  the  fatigue  of  judging  for  them' 
selves,  are  very  few  indeed.''*  But  surely  no  man  will 
be  weak  enough  to  believe,  on  the  mere  assertion 
of  Jefferys,  so  great  an  absurdity  as  that  i6,8o^/» 
T.^  dd.  could  have  produced  a  loss  of,  or  swallow- 
ed up,  the  enormous  sum  of  80,000/.  Certainly 
there  are  other  items  which  have  occasioned  the 
defalcation,  and  I  think  7000/.  spent  for  his  elec- 
tion at  Coventry,  in  the  year  1796,  may  be  rec- 
koned one  ;  his  two  dividends,  viz.  is.  3^.  and 
dd.  in  the  pound,  amounted  only  to  3,500/.  and, 
as  for  the  remainder  of  the  sum  of  3o,ooo/.  I 
leave  it  to  Jefferys  to  account  for  that,  as  well  as 
for  the  other  creations  of  his  bn-ain. 

The  condudt  of  His  Royal  Highness  toward? 
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Mr.  Jefferys,  from  the  following  account,  was 
most  magnificent,  and  such  as  characterizes  the 
Heir  Apparent  to  the  Throne  on  all  occasions, 

'•'  Previous  to  going  to  trial,  I  considered  it  a  mark  of  re- 
sped  due  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  state  to  His  Royal  High- 
uess  the  necessity  which  existed  of  defending  both  my  cha- 
ra6ler  and  property,  which  were  so  deeply  involved  in  the 
question  ;  and  I  expressed  a  hope  that  His  Royal  Highness 
would  grant  me  permission  to  resist,  before  a  Jury,  tl.e  very- 
large  deduftions  proposed  to  be  made  by  the  Commissioners. 

"  His  Rojal  Highness  said,  he  highly  -approved  of  my  con- 
duct in  so  doing,  and  addressing  hinisdf  to  the  Earl  of  Chol- 
mondeley  (then  Lord  Chamberlain  to  His  Royal  Highness),  de- 
sired him  to  attend  upon  the  trial,  and  to  declare,  if  uecessarv, 
on  the  part  of  the  Prince,  his  entire  approbation  as  to  the  inte- 
grity of  my  condu6t,  in  the  whole  of  my  concerns  wah  His 
Royal  Highness, 

"  Lord  Cholmondeley  attended  accordingly,  but  the  Counsel 
for  the  Defendants  (the  Commissioners)  declined  detaining  him 
in  Court,  saying,  they  were  satiitied  upon  the  subject ;  and, 
when  I  had  obtained  the  verdtt!:^.  His  Royal  Highness  congra- 
tulated me  upon  my  success. — I  had,  therefore,  every  ground 
to  be  satisfied  with  my  situation. — The  Prince  had  approved 
of  my  resisting  the  proposed  dedudious  of  the  Commis- 
sioners,— the  Jury  had  awarded  me  a  favourable  verdi6t, — the 
present  Lord  Chancellor  had,  in  the  lellerjuit  stated,  expressed 
his  opinion  of  my  claim, — and  the  Prince  congratulated  me  on 
my  succesb." 

But  there  is  a  oreat  difference  between  "ivino- 
a  sanction  to  his  tradesman's  claim  in  a  cjurt 
of  law,  and  suffering  Mr.  Jefferys  to  publish  any 
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account  he  pleased,  in  which  His  Royai  High- 
ness's  liberality  was  unhandsomely  questioned.  No 
man  could  take  more  pains  than  Mr.  JefFerys  did 
to  prejudice  the  public  against  the  dignity  and 
honour  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  consequently  he 
had  no  just  cause  to  be  angry  when  His  Royal 
Highness  dispensed  with  his  presence  and  ser* 
vices. 

After  Mr.  Jefferys  has  given  an  account  of  his 
having  accompanied  His  Royal  Highness  to 
Buckingham-house,  in  order  to  lay  some  jewels 
before  the  Queen  for  royal  approbation,  he  has 
the  wickedness  to  cast  a  refletlion  on  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  an  Illustrious  Lady,  whose  con- 
duct in  every  charafler  cf  life,  during  a  long  and 
glorious  reign,  has  rendered  Her  Majesty  a  para- 
gon of  all  the  Virtues  that  can  adorn  the  lovely 
form  of  woman,  and  add  lustre  tc  the  finest  gifts 
of  Nature.  "  Could  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed 
(without  an  insult  to  the  high  and  august  charac- 
ter of  Her  Majesty)  that  I  hazarded  any  thing  by 

executing   the  orders  received  from   such  autho- 
rity ?" 

The  contents  of  his  pamphlet  sufBciently  shew, 

that  the  Queen  could  not  interfere  with  resped  to 
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the  adjustment  of  Mr.  Jefferys'  accounts,  as  the 
Queen  was  only  applied  to,  to  give  an  opinion  of 
the  articles  then  before  Her  Majesty. 

But  it  appears  from  the  above  paragraph,  that 
Mr.  Ji  ffervs  is  determined,  if  possible,  not  to 
suffei  any  pa"t  of  the  Royal  Family  to  escape  the 
slander  of  h's  inflammatory  and  dangerous  publi- 
cation— dangerous,  becau'^e  //  is  evidently  intended 
to  generate  hatred  and  disrespect  for  the  Crown  of 
Eyiglandy  and  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the 
Throne.  France  has  long  been  an  av^'ful  exam- 
ple of  the  danger  which  arises  from  the  public 
mind  being  inflamed  against  the  Principals  of  the 
Nation;  and  if  there  are  not  some  legal  means 
used,  to  cool  the  rebellious  blood  of  black-hearted 
incendiaries,  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  Constitu- 
tion are  insecure,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
subjed:  is  in  constant  danger. 

The  following  letter  is  couched  in  terms  not  at 
a'l  calculated  to  have  rendered  him  any  ?:erv'ice 
with  the  Prince  j  it  direclly  accuses  His  Royal 
Highness  of  having  been  the  cause  of  all  his 
miseries,  when  the  Prince  must  have  been  fully 
satisfied  that  he  was  urging  an  untruth,  as  a  plea  for 
favours.  1  think,  without  troubling  my  reader  with 
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a  repetition  of  rem:irk,  I  have  already  shewn  the 
cause  of  his  ruin,  which  His  Royal  Highness  had 
nothing  to  do  with,  except  pitying  a  weak:  and 
ambitious  mind. 

SIR,  Pall-Mall,  June  25,  1801. 

From  the  difficulties  I  have  experienced  for  the  last  four 
years  to  provide  for  my  family,  arising  from  the  mistaken  idea 
of  the  public,  that  my  misfortunes  did  not  originate  from  the. 
cause  I  state,  hut  my  own  improper  conduct;  and  the  sanSlion 
this  idea  has  unforlunatdy  received,  from  your  Royal  High- 
ness totally  withdrawing  from  me  that  patronage  I  had  former- 
ly the  good  fortune  to  enjoy,  and  which  I  am  net  conscious  of 
ever  having  deserved  to  forfeit ;  I  am  most  forcibly  called  upon 
to  take  some  method  publicli/  to  vindicate  my  character  in  the 
opinion  of  the  world,  to  whom  I  am  ultimately  to  look  for 
support. 

I  have  drawn  up  the  inclosed  statement  for  that  sole  purpose; 
and  your  Royal  Highness,  I  am  confident,  in  the  perusal  of  it, 
will  not  deny  to  me  the  credit  of  having  carefully  abstained 
from  all  reflexions  on  any  individual. 

The  cruelty  of  my  situation  has  seldom,  1  believe,  been  ex- 
perienced by  any  man :  my  fortune  has  been  ruined,  my  cha- 
rader  discredited,  and  my  health  broken  with  excessive  anxiety. 
All  this  has  been  produced  by  placing  an  unlimited  confidence 
in  a  quarter,  where  a  doubt  of  its  rtttiiude  would  have  been 
insult. 

The  injur)'  I  individually  complain  of.  Sir,  is  not  confined  to 
me,  it  extends  to  the  public:  a  sacred  principle  of  oar  Constitu- 
tion,— the  Verdia  of  a  Jury, — has  been  rendered  of  no  effect. 

Influenced  by  the  powerful  calls  of  necessity,  and  urged  by 
po  principle  ofresentment  to  any  person,  in  the  mode  I  adopt 
to  vindicate  my  charaaer,  I  hope  for  your  R.)yal  Highness's 


47 

forgiveness,  if  any  thing  I  have  said  should  hurt  your  feelings; 
— I  assure  your  Royal  Highness  nothing  is  farther  from  my 
intention. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Royal  Highness's  obedient  Servant, 

Nath.  Jefferys; 

In  the  above  letter  Mr.  Jefferys  does  not  ap- 
pear satisfied  without  placing  the  whole  of  his 
misfortunes  at  the  door  of  His  Royal  Highness ; 
even  his  "  broken  health'*  is  in  the  catalogue  of  , 
the  Princess  wrongs  to  him  ;  as  if  His  Royal 
Highness  could  have  been  the  guardian  of  his 
passions  and  morality.  But  when  a  man's  despe- 
rate situation  in  life  obliges  him  to  live  by  false- 
hood, he  may  as  well  tell  a  good  round  I — ,  as 
lose  his  charader  for  a  triflina.  deviation  from 
truth.  If  I  may  judge  from  Jiis  immethodical 
arrangement  of  the  materials  of  his  pamphlet,  I 
can  readily  conceive  that  his  mind  is  not  suffi- 
ciently schooled  in  the  art  of  reasoning,  which  ac- 
counts for  his  jumbling  all  his  thoughrs  together, 
by  which  means  he  places  wrongs  to  the  account 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  that  belong  to  himself. 

The  ill  health  which  Mr.  Jefferys  speaks  of  as 
having  originated  in  his  want  of  success  in  the 
world,  is  not  true— Mr.  Jefferys  should  remember,. 
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in  addition  to  the  heavy  expence  of  carnages, 
horses,  houses,  servants,  &c.  Sec.  tiiat  he  was  an 
expensive  ^j^y  deceiver,  and  when  a  man  revels  in 
wantonness,  and  "  roves  through  all  the  wiles  of 
love,"  he  must  expect  to  possess  marks  of  affc6iion 
from  the  Paphian  Goddess*. 

In  another  part  of  his  letter  he  says,  *'  rny  for- 
tune has  been  ruined."  How  could  the  Prince 
of  Wales  ruin  Mr.  JefT^rys,  "Jihtn  be  got  every 
farthing  of  his  money,  with  the  exception  ef 
i6,SoS/.  a  dcdu(ftion  of  an  exorbitant  interest^ 
which  twelve  of  bis  countrymen  would  not  allow 
him  when  his  case  was  investigated  in  t!,c  sacred 
temple  of  justice. 

*  Mrs.  I ,  a  French  Lady  who  lived  some  few  years 

ago  near  Charles- street,  Berkely-square,  and  who  waa  disiin- 
gnishcd  in  the  fashionable  world  for  the  beauty  of  her  persor;, 
ihe  ease  and  elegance  ot  her  manners,  and  her  accommodating 
disposition  to  the  gay  and  wealthy  part  of  the  public,  had  the 
honour  of  iVIr.  Jefterys'  acquaintance,  and  received  a  compli- 
roen^  of  a  handsome  sideboard  of  plate,  besides  occasional  sums 
of  money,  for  secret  services  done  to  Mr.  J.  when  his  spirits 
run  high  within  him.  But  alas !  she  was  not  the  only  female 
favourite,  for  "  Solomon  loved  many  strange  women,"  (1st 
Book  of  Kings,  chap,  xi.)  ;  I  therefore  do  not  wonder  he  has 
got  so  thin. 

If  I  liave  erred,  in  giving  publicity  to  the  amours  of  Mr..  Jef- 
ferys,  I  take  the  indelicate  precedent  of  Lis  pam[>hlet  as  my 
justlticalion. 
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Since  this  pamphlet  appeared  (which  has  been 
honoured  with  the  most  flattering  success),  a 
'  Qentleman  of  rank  in  the  country  informed  me, 
that  Mr.  Jeiferys  used  to  obtain  the  Prince's 
bonds  to  a  large  amount,  whenever  he  asked  His 
Royal  Highness  for  them,  and  which  bonds  bore 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  and  were  as  marketa- 
ble as  any  Government  paper. — But  1  blush  for 
the  man  who  has  not  sense  and  feeling  to  blush 
for  himself! 

Suppose  Mr.  Jefferys  had  been  as  much  de- 
lighted with  the  society  of  one  of  the  most  weal- 
thy merchants  of  the  City  of  London,  as  he  has 
been  with  that  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  from  ' 
some  concealed  motives  of  interest,  had  furnished 
him  with  jewellery  to  the  amount  of  the  Prince's 
bill;   1  should  wish  to  know,  which  of  the  two 
would  be  considered  the  safest  paymaster, — the 
tnerchant,  who  is  amenable  to  the  bankrupt  laws, 
or   His  Royal  Highness   the   Prince   of  Wales, 
who,  by  the  constitutional  laws  of  England,  can' 
not  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  which  belongs 
to  the  common  subjedl  ?     That  being  the  case, 
I  do  venture  to  say,  that  he  has  been  a  very  for- 
tunate man,  in  having  had  such  an  illustrious 
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creditor.  For  the  merchant  might  have  tumbled 
10  pieces,  and  paid  Mr.  Jefferys  no  more  than 
I  J.  and  9  J.  in  the  pound,  the  sum  Mr.  Jefferys 
very  liberally  gave  his  creditors  out  of  68,220/, 
and  upwards,  money  received  from  His  Royal 
Highness. 

The  complaints  of  Mr.  Jefferys  can  therefore 
only  be  founded  on  his  not  receiving  a  profit  of 
16,808/.  more  than  either  the  Commissioners  or  an 
English  Jury  thought  he  was  entitled  to,  conse- 
quently his  claim  is  an  unjust  one,  and  would  not 
warrant  the  most  temperate  appeal  to  the  public 
or  the  Prince,  much  less  a  scurrilous  libel. 

Some  of  the  letters  sent  by  Jefferys  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  contain  nothing  more  than  a  repeti- 
tion of  his  former  remarks,  already  commented  on ; 
I  shall  therefore  only  extract  such  passages  from 
them  as  require  notice.  His  letter  dated  January 
4,  1803,  has  this  passage,  which  wili  lead  me  into 
a  short  view  of  Mr.  Jefferys  in  the  charader  of  a 
Politician. 

"  That  I  have  not  omitted  such  opporlunities  as  my  limited 
situation  lias  afforded,  of  shewing  every  resped  I  could  to  your 
Royal  Highness,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  tlie  part  I  took  in  the 
debate  in  tlie  House  of  Commons,  on  the  subjeft  of  your 
Royal  Highness's  claiir^s  to  the  Cornish  Arrears.'" 


51 

Before  I  go  into  an  inquiry  of  his  general  talents 
for  a  representative  of  the  people,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  observe,  that  he  could  be  of  little  or  no 
use  in  the  illustration  of  the  Prince's  right,  as 
Duke  of  Cornwall,  with  the  exception  of  the 
value  of  his  vote  when  the  House  came  to  a 
division. 

Mr.  Jefferys*  talents  and  reading  are  of  that 
confined  nature,  that  the  little  he  did  say,  could 
not  possibly  have  had  any  weight.  A  question 
involving  so  much  legal  knowledge,  and  on  which 
the  most  exalted  talents  and  learning  of  the  coun- 
try were  displayed,  naturally  threw  Air.  Jefferys 
out  of  the  sphere  of  his  attainments,  consequently 
his  speech  was  nothing  but  a  little  common-place 
panegyric  on  His  Royal  Highness,  which  only 
occupied  the  time  of  the  House  unnecessarily, 
without  commanding  attention  or  serving  the 
Prince.  The  House  of  Commons  looked  up  to 
men  of  another  description  for  the  full  explana- 
tion of  the  Prince's  claims;  and  had  not  the  sub- 
jed.  been  suspended  *  by  the  wish  of  His  Royal 

*  On  Monday  February  28,  1803,  the  following  communi- 
cation was  made  to  the  House  of  Commons,  through  the  me- 
dium of  Mr.  Tyrwhitt. 

"  That  the  Prince  has  felt  with  the  most  binccre  and  aff^c- 
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Highness,  the  public  would  have  been  satisfied 
his  claims  were  justly  founded  on  constitutional 

lionate  gratitude,  the  gmcions  purpose  of  His  M;ijesty,  in 
lecommending  his  present  situation  to  the  considerntion  of 
Parliament.  That  having  seen,  by  the  votes  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  manner  in  which  they  have  received  His 
Majesty's  recommendation,  the  Prince  deems  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  express  his  warmest  acknowledgment  of  their  libera- 
lity; at  the  same  time  the  Prince,  though  fully  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  resuming  his  state,  and  greatly  regretting  any 
circumstance  which  tends  to  disappoint  the  wishes  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, or  ifi  the  House  upon  that  subjed,  yet  feels  himself  bound 
explicitly  to  declare,  that  there  are  still  claims  remaining  upon 
his  honour  and  his  justice,  for  the  discharge  of  which  he 
must  continue  to  set  apart,  in  trust,  a  large  sinking  fund, 
and  consequently  postpone  until  the  period  of  their  liquidation, 
the  resumption  of  that  state  and  dignity,  which,  however 
essential  to  his  rank  and  station,  he  knows,  fr>)m  dear-bought 
experience,  could  not,  under  his  present  circumstances,  be 
resumed  witliout  the  risk  of  incurring  new  d.'fijculties. 

"  The  Prince  thinks  that  he  owes  it  to  himself  and  to  Par- 
liament, to  make  this  dec.araiion  to  t'.iem,  wit]]  the  same  dis- 
tin6tness  as  he  stated  it  to  His  Majesty's  Government  upon  the 
first  communication  made  to  him  of  His  Majesty's  benign  in- 
tent ionr.. 

"  With  respcft  to  the  Pri -ice's  claim  to  an  account  of  tlie 
revenues  which  accrued  nom  tlie  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  from 
the  year  1/62  to  1/83,  however  strong  his  coiifidence  in  the 
validity  of  his  claim,  a  confidence  forlifietl  by  tlie  strongest 
legal  authorities,  yet  as  he  trusts,  that  through  the  gracious 
interpoaition  of  His  Majesty,  and  the  liberality  of  Parliament, 
he  shall  be  enabled  otherwirse  to  provide  for  those  demands  on 
his  justice,  which  alone  induced  him  to  assert  his  right,  he  now 
cheerfully  relir.quishes  his  suit,  and  has  directed  his  lav/  officers 
to  forego  all  further  proceedings." 
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principles.  If  Mr.  Jeffcrys  were  to  make  an  ora- 
tion in  a  little  vestry-room,  he  might  perhaps 
distinguish  himself  among  cheesemongers,  shoe- 
makers, &c.  &c.  on  the  propriety  of  a  new  and 
fashionable  set  of  church  plate,  or  in  turning  the 
course  of  a  drain;  in  raising  a  new  lamp-post,  or 
fixing  a  pump  near  his  own  dwelling,  to  furnish 
the  public  with  water  to  duck  and  purify  a  foul- 
mouthed  libeller;  but  to  allow  him  to  legislate 
for  one  of  the  most  enlightened  countries  in  the 
universe,  only  refleds  censure  on  the  discrimina- 
tion  and  good  sense  of  his  constituents. 

His  Royal  Highness  is  a  gentleman  of  great 
natural  energies  of  mind,  heightened  by  all  the 
attainments  that  learned  and  polished  society  can 
give,  to  add  greatness  and  lustre  to  the  Heir 
Apparent  to  the  Throne. 

The  Prince  must  therefore  have  seen  Mr. 
Jefferys'  deficiencies  too  plainly,  to  set  any  value 
on  his  officious  services  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  have  a  right  to  question  the  sincerity 
of  the  sentiment?  of  Mr.  JefFcrys'  speech  in  favour 
of  the  Prince's  augmentation  of  property. 

The  substance  of  his  little  omtion  went  to 
shew  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  country, 
how  much  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  entitled  to 
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the  indulgence  of  Parliament,  and  the  people, 
for  an  increase  of  income. 

Now  Mr.  Jefferys  assumes  a  different  opinion, 
in  page  6o  of  his  pamphlet,  where  he  expresses  a 
concern  that  the  Prince  should  have  had  at  vari- 
ous times  such  immense  sums  granted  out  of  the 
industry  of  the  people,  to  "  supply  his  luxuries 
and  expcnces." 

What  must  his  constituents  and  the  public  at 
large  think  of  a  man  who  could  three  years  ago 
advise  the  nation,  througli  the  medium  of  the 
House  of  Comn)ons,  to  grant  the  demands  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  as  necessary  and  proper,  and 
now,  in  the  year  1 800,  publish  the  recantation  of 
his  sentiments,  though  His  Royal  Highness  has 
not  receivetl  any  augmentation  of  income  from 
the  grant  of  the  nation  since  Mr.  Jefferys  deli- 
vered his  speech.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferys 
has  been  either  extremely  unjust  and  dishonour- 
able to  his  constituents  and  the  public,  in  having 
supported  and  voted  contrary  to  his  real  senti- 
mentSj  or  he  has  shamefully  wronged  the  Prince, 
in  having  endeavoured  to  irritate  and  stimulate 
the  public  to  take  afalse.view  of  His  Royal  High- 
ucss's  condutSt  and  afi^airs. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Moira,  dated  March 
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12,  1806,  he  speaks  of  liis  parliamentary  semces 
In  this  way : 

"  I  have  constantly,  my  Lord,  In  Parliament,  supported 
the  present  Administration,  while  in  opposition,  in  their  most 
unpopular  moraenti,  and  I  hope  they  will  not,  now  th.it  they 
are  in  power,  forsake  me,  because  I  can  be  no  longer  of  any 
use  to  them." 

In  answer  to  the  preceding  paragraph,  I  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  Mr.  Jeffcrys  was  not  of  any  ser- 
vice to  the  present  Administration,  who  consti- 
tuted the  Opposition  of  his  time,  as  he  could  not 
take  a  part  in  any  animated  debate ;  and  the 
value  of  his  vote  was  like  the  services  of  a  super- 
numerary man  in  a  theatre,  who  stands  as  a 
figure,  but  does  nothing  to  produce  notice  or  ad- 
miration. 

When  the  present  Administration  were  fighting 
every  inch  of  ground  they  stood  on,  they  wanted 
talents  and  eloquence  to  assist  their  cause,  not 
merely  the  man  who  could  do  little  more  than 
say  Aye,  or  No. 

If  the  country  is  now  in  such  a  state  as  to  re- 
quire an  efficient  Ministry,  what  would  the  pub- 
hc  say,  if  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  any  of  the 
leading  Gentlemen  now  in  power,  were  to  re- 
commend a  person  to  a  seat  in  Parliament,  or 
any  important   office   in    the    State,    who    h?A 
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scarcely  logic  and  eloquence  sufficient  for  a 
brokers*  audlloneer  ? 

If  the  public  believe  Mr.  JefFerys'  statement, 
that  he  was  the  zealous  and  warm  friend  of  Mr. 
Fox  and  his  party,  they  are  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
truth.  He  conditionally  offered  himself  to  Mr, 
Pitt*,  and  had  the  modesty  to  stipulate  the  nature 
of  the  provision  he  expeded  for  his  services, 
though  he  had  not  long  before  this  application 
abused  the  late  Premier,  and  concluded  a  little  bit  of 
a  speech,  by  asking,  "  Where  a  worse  Minister 
could  be  found  than  Mr.  Pitt  ?"  But  that  im- 
mortal statesman  spurned  his  offer,  and  pitied  the 
weakness  of  the  man.  I  have  been  informed  he 
made  a  similar  application  to  Lord  SIdmouth, 
then  Mr.  Addington-j~,  when  he  was  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  also  rejeded  his  kind  offer. 

So  much  for  the  attachment  this  political  wea- 

*  The  letter  Mr.  JefFerys  sent  to  Mr.  Pitt,  contained  a  full 
explanation  of  his  situation  with  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales  and  the  present  Administration,  and  expressed  an 
eager  readiness  to  relinquish  the  above  connexion,  if  tlie  late 
Premier  would  provide  for  him. 

f  Mr.  Jeffcrys'  letter  to  the  present  Lord  Sidmouth,  exr 
pressed  a  hope  of  his  Lordship's  protection  and  patronage,  from 
having  been  at  Cheame  School,  Surrey,  when  his  Lordship 
was  a  pupil  of  that  Seminary. 
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thercock  has  shewn  to  his  party  ;  and,  iike  a  wea- 
thercock, he  has  all  the  velocity  of  circular  mo- 
tion, without  being  true  to  the  gale. 

I  shall  not  ask  Mr.  JefFerys  how  he  procured  a 
qualification  for  a  seat  in  Parliament,  or  how  he 
lost  it  when  his  right  was  contested  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons ;  as  such  a 
question  would  be  touching  him  too  near  the 
quick  ;  I  will  therefor'e  leave  that  subjedt  for  him 
and  his  sad  friend  Mr.  T.  to  explain,  who  vio- 
lated his  confidence  in  the  cause  of  truth,  when 
before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

I  suppose  Mr.  JefFerys  acquired  the  art  and 
mystery  of  keeping  secrets,  from  this  late  valuable 
and  trusty  friend. 

It  is  not  my  wish  to  put  too  many  questions  to 
Mr.  Jefferys,  as  I  know  how  vulnerable  his  con- 
da6l  has  been  of  late  years  j  and  that  every  time 
my  caustic  touches  a  morbid  spot,  he  feels  very 
acutely.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  asking 
him  whether  he  ever  solicited  pecuniary  assistance 
of  the  nobility,  for  the  relief  of  a  gentleman  some 
five  years  ago  confined  in  the  Fleet  Prison? — I 
wish  to  know  whether  he  did  not  receive  twenty 
pounds  from  the  Earl  of  M — ,  and  twenty  pounds 
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from  the  Duke  of  N—,  beside  other  sums  of 
money  ?  which  he  pretended  to  be  for  the  use  of 
his  distressed  friend  in  confinement,  who,  he  said, 
had  requested  him  to  undertake  the  friendly  ofRce 
of  asking  the  above  favours.  I  wish  to  knoyv 
whether  he  ever  took  any  more  than  jiv^  pounds,  out 
of  the  sum  collccled,  to  the  unfortunate  prisoner? 
and  a  Fed  Pye,  which  Mr.  Jefferys  said  his  wife 
had  made  for  him,  knowing  the  prisoner's  taste 
for  that  particular  dish. 

J  wish  Mr.  Jefferys  to  say,  whether  he  did  not 
give  the  five  pounds  to  the  poor  gentleman  as  an 
a^  of  kindness  from  his  own  private  purse ;  and 
whether  the  oijeSi  of  charity  then  knew  any  thing 
of  Mr.  Jefferys  having  solicited  public  favour  for 
him  ? — I  should  wish  also  to  know  of  Mr.  Jefferys, 
whether  he  went  a  second  time  (o  the  Fleet,  after 
this  circumstance  j  and  what  became  of  the  donations 
of  those  noblemen,  whose  money  Mr.  Jefferys  had 
kept,  with  the  exception  of  five  pounds  and  his 
wife's  Veal  Pye,  which  he  gave  as  the  ad  of  a 
friend  and  philanthropist  ^ 

As  Mr.  Jefferys  has  indulged  himself  in  bio« 
graphical  anecdote  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  he  cannot 
be  offended  with  me  for  having  followed  his  ex- 
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ample,  in  relating  some  private  occurrences  of  his 
life  ;  and  as  he  has  not  been  sensible  of  the  delicacy 
and  respe6l  due  to  a  female  (who  has  left  her  cause 
to  the  care  of  a  liberal  public),  1  beg  leave  to 
assure  him  that  the  person  who  has  felt  her  inju- 
ries, is  capable  of  ave7iging  them,  and  will  not  let 
Mr.  Jefferys  slip  through  his  fingers  before  he  has 
shewn  tlie  world,  that  an  unprincipled  calumniator 
would  be  less  dangerous  to  society  in  Newgate  *» 
than  lie  has  hitherto  been  ia  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  palace. 

If  a  goldsmith  were  to  receive  a  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  from  the  Pupils  of  a  large  seminary, 
to  make  a  piece  of  plate,  fit  for  them  to  present 
to  their  Preceptor,  as  a  token  of  his  services  and 


*  In  page  70,  lie  has  the  impudence  to  make  a  sarcastic 
allusion  to  the  Prince's  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  as 
rendering  His  Royal  Highness  amenable  to  the  criminal  laws 
of  the  Old  Bailey.'  I  suppose  Mr.  JeJ'eryi  aSions  of  late  years 
coming  within  the  cognizance  of  that  court,  and  weighing 
heavy  on  a  guilty  mind,  called  to  his  recolUaion  words  which 
could  not  escape  his  pen,  when  composing  his  pamphlet  3  I 
therefore  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  terms,  "  imprison- 
ment, pillory,  and  transportation,"  were,  in  the  course  of  time, 
to  become  familiar  to  our  tate  honest  and  much  esteemed  Mem- 
be*  for  Coveatry. 
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their  esteem,  and  the  tradesman  was  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the youfh  and  situation  of  his  customers, 
and  send  home  an  article  not  worth  thirty  pounds., 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  such  an  offender 
ought  to  stand  at  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey  for  a 
fraud.  I  suppose  Mr.  Jefferys  will  not  join  me 
in  opinion  on  that  subjeft. 

What  must  the  public  think  of  a  man  who,  in 
a  state  of  bankruptcy^  purchases  a  house,  and  pays 
for  it  by  accepting  bills  at  given  dates,  which 
when  due,  he  cannot  take  up  ? — To  go  a  little 
further,  Mr.  Jefferys  stands  publicly  accused  of 
having  received  two  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds, 
for  a  service  of  plate  which  he  promised  to  pre- 
pare for  a  noble  Lord,  who  knowing  his  poverty , 
kindly  advanced  the  above  sum,  to  enable  him  to 
complete  the  order  -,  but,  dreadful  to  relate  !  this 
honourable  goldsmith  neither  executed  his  Lord- 
ship's order,  por  returned  the  money  j  and  when 
he  found  he  could  not  evade  bothj  he  sent  in  a 
paltry  set  of  silver  articles,  worth  about  a  third  of 
the  money  Mr.  Jeficrys  received. 

Mr.  Jc-ffcrys  has  for  several  years  past,  been 
occasionally  filling  the  newspapers  with  an  unasked 
{'■^^justification  qI  chara^cr ;  he  has  however  done 
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it  once  too  often,  and  it  is  now  seen,  that  he  is 
not  the  REAL  Simon  Pure  he  has  so  long  en- 
deavoured to  make  the  people  believe  him  to 
be. 

As  Mr.  Jefferys*  pamphlet  has  no  regular  be- 
ginning, middle,  or  ending,  I  hope,  therefore,  I 
shall  be  excused  for  returning  back  a  few  page?, 
to  notice  the  purport  of  a  paragraph  in  page  42. 
He  observes,  that  in  consequence  of  meeting  the 
Prince  of  Wales  and  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  on  the  road, 
both  going  to,  and  returning  from  Brighton,  His 
Royal  Highness  sent  Colonel  M'Mahon  to  the 
gentleman  in  whose  company  he  was,  to  know  the 
objedl  of  his  visit  to  that  town.  The  gentleman 
told  Colonel  M'Mahon  that  Mr.  Jeffcrys*  jour- 
ney to  Brighton  was  merely  that  of  pleasure,  and 
by  his  particular  invitation.  After  some  exchange 
of  remark.  Colonel  M'Mahon  observed,  that  an 
illiberal  paragraph  had  appeared  in  The  True 
Brit07iy  which  caused  great  uneasiness  to  Mrs. 
Fitzherbert  and  the  Prince,  and  which  Mr.  Jef- 
ferys  was  suspeded  of  v.'riting.  Do  not  let  it  be 
understood  that  I  wish  to  accuse  Mr.  Jefferys  of 
having  written  this  paragraph  j  I  only  mean  to 
account  for  the  uneasiness  which  the  Prince  and 
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Mrs.  Fitzherbert  had  shewn  on  seeing  Mr.  Jefferys 
on  the  road  to  Brighton.  Though  1  exonerate  him 
from  being  the  author  of  the  paragraph  in  question, 
yet  I  cannot  but  think  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
the    above   Lady  had   good    grounds    for    their 
suspicion,  knowing  the  insincerity  of  Mr.  Jefferys 
to  them  on  other  occasions.    Who  was  more  likely 
to  write  a  little  ridiculous  squib,   as  an    indul- 
gence of  disappointed  ambition,  than   Mr.  Jef- 
ferys?    Who  was  so  likely  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  a  Lady   (the  pretended  cause  of  his  ruin)  as 
Mr.  JcfFerys,  who   had  taken  a  liberty  with  her 
name  and  affairs  at  every  corner  of  the   public 
streets,  and  in  half  the  coffee-rooms  west  of  Tem- 
ple Bar?     Who  was  so  likely  to  write  a  malig- 
nant paragraph  on  the  Prince*s  social  moments  in 
the  Pavilion,  as   the   man  who   had  been  justly 
dismissed    for   having  endeavoured  to  contami- 
nate the  public  mind  against  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity  of  their   Prince,  while   he  was  feeding  on 
Royal  bounty  ?     Who  was  so  likely  to  sneak  into 
the  kitchen  of  the  Pavilion,  and  cull  the  secrets 
of  the  mansion,  as  Peeping  Tom  of  Coventry  ? — 
1  say,  who  was  so  likely  to  do  all  these  things,  as 
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the  man  who  has  published  sixty-eight  pages  of 
slander  on  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Throne  ('  Well 
might  the  Prince  and  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  qucitioa 
the  cause  of  his  visit  to  Brighton.  Mr.  Jelferys 
says,  he  thought  the  Prince  and  Mrs.  Fitzherbert 
had  forgotten  him.  Such  a  man  ought  to  be 
forgotten ;  but  if  remembered,  the  heart  must 
palpitate  with  indignation. 

I  do  not  wish  to  offend  Mr.  Jefferys  by  putting 
too  close  a  question  to  him;  but,  as  he  holds  se^ 
crets  at  no  great  value ^  there  can  be  no  impro- 
priety in  my  asking  him,  whether  he  has  now  a 
silversmith's  shop  in  any  part  of  London  ?  Some 
time  ago  a  shop  was  opened  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Piccadilly,  under  the   name  of , 

and  when  its  concerns  were  going  on  but  indiffe- 
rently, it  is  said  Mr.  Jefferys  stepped  forward  to 
shore  up  the  falling  pile.  I,  however,  suppose 
his  ill  health  deprived  him  of  the  strength  ne- 
cessary for  its  support  ;  and  the  firm,  being  com- 
posed of  more  spirit  than  substance,  soon  va- 
nished, "  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  and 
Jeft  not  a  wreck  behind." 

Having  taken  a  view  of  Mr.  Jefferys'  political 
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charafler,  T  shall  not  dwell  at  any  length  on  that 
part  of  his  pamphlet  (page  46)  which  shews  his 
proceedings  on  the  change  of  the  Administration. 
But  it  may  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  neither 
Lord  Moira,  nor  any  of  His  Royal  Highness's 
friends,  could  countenance  a  person  who  had  been 
annoying  the  Prince  in  every  way  he  was  able. 

The  following  paragraph,  however,  shews  that 
his  ambition  was  not  yet  cooled  for  becoming 
great  in  the  State  : 

"  I  of  course  had  reason  to  hope,  that  the  years  of  adversity 
I  had  passed,  would  be  now  succeeded  by  some  provision  to 
render  the  remainder  qf  my  life  easy  and  tranquil." 

Out  of  respecl  to  the  Prince,  the  new  Admi- 
nistration could  not  take  to  their  bosom  an  adder, 
who  had  btung  tiicir  Illustuous  Patron. 

I  shall  make  very  few  observations  on  this  part 
of  his  Letter  to  Lord  Erskirie,  because  I  think  a 
cool  and  impartial  view  of  his  pamphlet  will  shew 
whether  he  had  any  just  claims  on  the  Prince's 
liberality,  after  treating  His  Royal  Highness  iji 
the  way  1  have  already  noticed  and  dilated  upon. 

"    MY    LORD, 

"  The  total  negle<5t  I  have  experienced  from  the  Prince  of 
Wales  for  ten  years,  to  every  application  I  have  made  to 
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him,  during  that  period,  as  well  as  the  present  lime,  for  a 
performance  of  the  pronaise  he  has  made  to  remunerate  the 
private  services  I  have  done  for  him,  and  the  distresses  I  have 
experienced  in  consequence  of  my  confidence  in  His  Royal 
Highness,  has  induced  mc  to  prepare,  for  immediate  pulTica' 
tion,  a  statement  of  all  the  facts  on  ivhick  I  ground  my  claim 
to  ihe  Prince's  assistance." 


The  last  lines  of  the  above  quotation  announce 
ihe  embryo  malice  with  whieii  his  mind  had 
been  long  pregnant  :  and  now,  for  the  first  time. 
His  Royal  Highness  is  informed,  through  the 
medium  of  Lord  Chancellor  Erskine,  that  if  he 
does  not  chuse  to  provide  for  him  and  his  fa- 
mily, as  a  compensation  for  the  losses  his  extra- 
vagant conduct  has  occasioned,  Mr.  JeflTerys 
will  open  a  budget,  and  disseminate  the  poison 
©n  paper,  which  before  issued  privately  from  his 
tongue. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  part  of  his  let- 
ter to  Lord  Erskine,  that  he  has  had  the  vanity 
to  parallel  his  case  with  that  of  the  Prince,  when 
His  Royal  Highness's  claims  to  Military  Rank 
were  the  subject  of  discussion  between  Him,  His 
Royal  Father,  and  Brother. 

"  Should  the  Prince  of  Wales  be  of  opinion  that  the  public 
mode  I  adopt  to  vindicate  my  character  is  improper,  I  have  to 
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pleads  in  excuse,  not  only  the  necessity  of  the  case,  to  whieh 
I  am  forced  by  the  oppression  I  suffer,  but  the  example  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  himself,  who,  conceiving  his  claim  to  Mili- 
tary Rank  not  being  properly  attended  to,  san6tioned  the  pub- 
lication of  the  private  Correspondence  of  the  King,  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  himself,  in  the  Morning  Herald  of  December  7. 
IS03." 


But  Mr.  Jcfferys  should  recoiled >  that  the  pre- 
cedent he  has  presumed  to  follow,  arose  from  an 
affair   of  national  consequence,  and  will  bear  no 
afiinity  to  t\.<:  commercial  transadion  of  a  trades- 
man.    At  the  time  His  Royal  Highness  wished 
to   employ   his    talents   for   the  increase  of  our 
military  honour,  and  the  protedion  of  his  coun- 
try, he  only  asked  to  give  those  services  in   the 
hour  of  danger,  which  almost  every  member  of 
the  State  was  called  upon  to  perform,  in  some  mi- 
litary way,  according  to   his  rank   and  station  in 
life  y  consequently  the  tender  became    a  proper 
subjcd  for   the  consideration    of  the    nation. — 
Surely  then,  the  Prince's  publication  of  his  private- 
Correspondence  alluded  to,  being  of  a  constitu- 
tional   nature,  affords  no  example  for  a   trades- 
man's invedive.     But  this  is  like  the  rest  of  Mr.. 
Jefferys'  reasoning. 

On  his  letter  tc  the  Piince  of  Wales  being  re- 
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turned  unopened,  he  wrote  a  long  epjitle  I'd 
•Colonel  M'Mahon,  wherein  he  recapitulates  his 
services  to  the  Prince,  which  have  already  come 
under  my  notice  ;  and  he  concludes  his  letter 
■with  informing  the  Prince  through  Colonel 
M'Mahon,  that  he  shall  lay  his  case  before  the 
public,  unless  he  receives  some  redress.  In 
consequence  of  this  letter,  it  appears,  bi/  his 
own  account,  that  Lord  Moira  requested  an  inter- 
view with  him,  and  the  result  his  own  words  will 
explain. 

"  His  Lordship  told  me  my  conduct  was  scandalous,  in 
writing  such  a  letter  to  Colonel  M'Mahon,  and  in  proposing 
to  publish  my  case  under  the  title  of  "  A  Review  rfthe  Con- 
du6l  of  the  Prince  of  JFalcs ;"  that  he  should  think  it  lis  duty 
to  persuade  His  Royal  Highness  never  more  to  notice  me  ^ 
that  my  conduct  was  a  fit  subject  for  the  attention  of  an  At- 
torney-General ;  and  his  Lordship  went  so  far  as  to  compare  my 
proposal  to  publish  a  review  of  the  Prince's  conduct,  to  the 
threatening  letter  of  a  Iclon  to  extort  money." 

There  is  not  a  gentleman  in  tJic  kingdom 
who  is  held  in  higher  estimation  for  talents, 
humanity,  courage  and  honour,  than  Lord 
Moira. 

I  am  sure  the  public  will  agree  with  me,  when 
I  say  that  the  Crown  of  England  would  not  in- 
duce his  Lordship  to  wound  the  feelings,  and 
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oppress  an  injured  man,  or  become  the  instru- 
ment of  a  mean  aS.  ;  tlie  language  therefore  of 
tliis  enlightened  Statesman  and  Officer,  must 
have  some  weight  with  the  public,  while  it  con- 
veys no  very  favourable  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferys* 
intentions  of  frightening  the  Prince  of  Wales  out 
of  liis  money.  The  last  line  of  the  above  para- 
graph is  too  strong,  to  have  escaped  the  mild 
lips  of  his  Lordship  without  good  cause. 

I  will  shew  the  public  that  the  Earl  of  Moira 
had  good  cause  for  considering  Mr.  JefFerys  in  tho 
light  of  a  felon.  He  has  been  prudent  enough 
not  to  publish  the  two  last  letteks  he  wrote 
to  His  Royal  Highness,  which  contain  a  demand 
pf  Two  Tpiousand  Pouxds,  with  a  threat  oC 
publishing  ''  A  Review  of  the  Conduct  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,"  if  the  above  specijic  sum  were 
not  immediately  remitted  to  him. 

I  defy  the  contradiction  of  this  Fac^,  and  I 
leave  the  public  to  judge  whether  such  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Prince,  was  not  the  act  of  a  felon  ? 

Mr.  JefFerys  observes,  that  he  requested  Lord 
Moira  to  inform  him  what  was  the  ground  of 
the  Prince's  displeasure  with  him  ;  and  his  Lord- 
ship declared  "  he  had  never  heard  of  any."  It 
is  not  likely  that  His  Royal  Highness  would  take 
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jnot'ice  of  Mr.  Jefferys'  volubility  of  tongue ;  it  was 
enough  to  know  that  he  had  done  wrong,  without 
condescending  to  enter  into  an  altercation  on  so 
painful  a  subje(5l. 

From  the  following  paragraph,  it  ap|)ears  Mf, 
JelFerys  takes  upon  himself  to  question  the  pro- 
priety of  the  Prince's  expenditure  in  altering  and 
decorating  Carlton  House. 

''  The  enormous  and  unnecessary  expenccs  going  on  at 
Brighton,  an'd  at  Carlton  House  j — at  the  former,  alterations 
in  expenditure,  amounting  to  a  sum  very  considerably  exceed- 
ing 10,000^.  and  at  Carlton  House,  where  every  thing  was 
finished  not  long  since,  in  a  style  truly  suitable  jto  the  nsi- 
denceof  the  Heir  Apparent,  under  thedireftion  of  an  architfA 
of  refined  taste,  founded  on  science  (Mr.  Holland)  j  all  is 
now  pulling  to  pieces,  under  the  dircftion  of  a  gentleman 
called  an  amateur  urcjiilcci,  at  an  expence  beyond  calcula- 
tion-" 

This  Jack-of-all-Trades,  Silversmilb,  CoiirJia; 
Pdiiicrafi,  House- Agents  Physiognomist^  and  Secret- 
mongerf  now  assumes  architedural  knowledgr, 
and,  with  an  air  of  scientific  skill,  reprobates 
the  ornamental  alterations  and  improvements  of 
a  plan  he  is  not  suffered  to  see,  and  therefore 
cannot  judge  of  5  and,  like  the  fox  in  the  fable, 
he  talks  of  nothing  but  the  sourness  of  the  grapes. 
Jf  Mr.  Jefferys  had  accused  His  Royal  Highness 
of  having  sent  his  money  out  of  the  country,  or 
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of  having  locked  it  up  in  the  stocks,  the  people 
migtjt  justly  complain,  tliat  their  industry  and 
talents  met  with  no  return  of  F.oyal  encourage- 
ment ;  but,  while  he  iiitended  by  the  ah^v.e. 
paragraph  to  shew  the  Prince  in  the  most  iinHi- 
vourable  point  of  view  to  the  public,  he  has  in- 
voluntarily been  paying  His  Royal  Highness's 
liberality  a  handsome  compliment.  The  money 
expended  by  men  of  large  fortune  in  the  ct)un- 
try,  in  the  decoration  and  improvement  of  their 
property,  soon  gets  into  various  channels  of  cir- 
culation, and,  like  the  streamlets  of  a  river, 
communicates  benefit  to  tlic  whole  country. 

Mr.  Jefferys  continues  his  remarks  on  the  ex- 
travagance of  His  Royal  Highness,  in  these 
terms : 

"  These  large  expences  going  on,  while  tiie  dischargt-  of  at) 
a^  of  justice  and  honour  rcmnliis  unperformed,  and  which 
would  little  interfere  with  the  expenditure  alluded  to,  convey 
.nt  once  a  Very  severe  reflection  on  the  condu6t  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  to  wh.om  all  advances  made  by  the  public,  are 
with  a  view  to  a  proper  and  dignified  support  of  his  rank } 
and  must  he  disgmting  to  tlie  generous  feelings  of  the  people, 
who  arc  under  the  necessity  of  depriving  themselves,  in  many 
instancs,  not  merely  of  the  luxuries,  but  even  of  the  common 
eomforts  of  life,  to  difray  the  taxes  imposed  upon  them." 

From   these  words,  *'  ail  advances  made  by  the 
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public  are  with  a  view  to  the  proper  and  dlgni- 
iied  support  of  his  rank  i"  does  Mr.  Jefferys 
inean  that  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  Com- 
missioners, were  to  subscribe  to  the  exorbitant 
profit  of  nearly  lOo/.  out  of  a  300/.  bill,  to  sup- 
port what  Mr.  Jeffbrys  calls  rank  and  dignity? — 
If  so,  His  Royal  Highness  had  better  incur  the 
displeasure  of  Mr.  Jtfferys  and  the  public,  than 
suffer  his  money  to  be  so  shamefully  disposed  of. 
If  Mr.  Jefferys  had  been  allowed  the  whole  of 
his  exorbitant  demand  on  the  Prince,  he  might 
ju3ily  have  used  the  last  sentence  of  the  preceding 
paragraph. 

But  it  is  fortunate  for  the  country,  that  neither 
His  Royal  Highness,  nor  his  Commissioners, 
will  suffer  the  grants  of  the  public  purse  to  be 
violated  by  the  hands  of  a  greedy  and  usurious 
tradesman,  who  only  calumniates,  because  he 
can  no  longer  put  his  hand  in  the  Prince's 
pockets. 

Mr.  Jefferys  observes,  that  though  the  Prince 
of  Wales  declined  to  assume  the  splendour  of  his 
establishment  three  years  ago,  for  the  laudable 
puVpose  of  paying  his  creditors,  yet  he  has  never 
paid  a  shilling  in  diminution  of  their  demands. 
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1  will  take  this  to  be  the  fad,  for  the  sake  of  carl- 
trastlng  highly  respedable  men  with  a  pyatt.iug 
impudent  shop-keeper. 

These  tradesmen  continue  their  importance  in 
trade,  notwithstanding  the  Prince  of  Wales  may 
be  largely  indebted  to  them.  I  have  not  sten 
any  of  their  names  in  the  Gazette,  nor  do  I  find 
ihey  complain  of  His  Royal  Highness's  want  of 
liberality  to  them.  They  all  ap])ear  to  increase 
in  wealth,  as  well  as  general  esteem,  though 
neither  of  them  have  been  in  Parliament,  nor 
assumed  the  charadier  of  a  dashing  sprig  of  fashion, 
I  do  not  find  a  column  of  a  7ieu'.<;paper  occupied 
^ith  the  bilk  of  Carlton  House,  impertinent  rff- 
Tnarhs  on  the  Prince's  condu6t,  and  an  unsolicited 
justification  of  charaBcr.  Their  honour,  good 
condu<it,  and  integrity,  need  no  pufF. 

If  they  were  all  convened  to  give  a  candid 
opinion  of  the  liberality  of  their  Illustrious  Cus- 
tomer, I  have  no  doubt  but  every  one  of  them 
WDuM  express  a  pcrfe6l  satisfaction  in  ttie  certain 
payment  of  their  demands,  and  with  infinite 
pleasure  answer  the  orders  of  Carlton  House. 

It  is  customary  for  the  Tradesmen  who  serve 
Carlton  House,  to  dine  at  Willis's  Rooms  on 
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12th  August,  in  order  to  celebrate  the  birth  of 
our  Illustrious  Heir  to  the  Throne.  On  one  of 
these  happy  and  festive  days,  Mr.  Jefferys  was 
invited  to  join  this  highly  respedlable  meeting  ; 
but  he  declined  the  invitation  in  these  words —  .. 
**  JVhat  gentleman  can  dine  with  such  a  set  of 
fellows!"  What  would  Mr.  Jefferys  give  now, 
to  rank  in  honour  and  rcspeclability  with  the 
humblest  of  them ! 

No  man  is  more  inclined  than  I  should  be,  to 
pourtray  the  amiable  qualities  and  distinguished 
virtues  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  if  the  present  subje6l  would  fairly  admit 
of  her  name  ;  but  as  Mr.  Jefferys  has  introduced 
this  amiable  Personage  with  no  motive  but  to  in- 
sult the  Prince,  and  contrast  characters,  I  am 
therefore  compelled  to  make  some  few  remarks 
on  the  malignancy  of  the  a6l. 

Mr.  Jefferys  has  pretended  to  feel  a  delicacy 
in  introducing  the  name  of  the  above  Illustrious 
Personage  with  that  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert ;  but  if 
his  bosom  contained  any  respect  for  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  he  would  not  have  brought  her  before 
the  public,  to  receive  an  empty  and  insincere 
compliment,  at  the  expence  of  her  dearest  feel- 
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ings.  Can  Her  Royal  Highness  feel  gratified 
with  the  praise  of  a  man  who  has  endeavoured  to 
blast  the  fair  character  of  Her  Royal  Hushand  ? 
Can  she  esteem  a  fawning  .vjcophant,  who  has 
artfully  introduced  her  name,  that  he  might  dis- 
play the  lustre  of  Her  Highness's  qualities,  in  order 
to  cast  a  shade  over  the  obje6l  of  his  hatred? 
And  if  he  thinks  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  so  unworthy 
of  esteem,  he  has  grossly  insulted  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  in  having  coupled  characters  of  oppo- 
site habits. 

Mr.  Jefferys  now  commences  moralist,  and  it  is 
not  more  remarkable  than  true,  that  worn  out 
gallants  are  in  general  great  professors  of  virtue 
and  morality. — I  should  not  wonder  if  in  a  fe\y 
years,  when  all  trades  fail,  the  public  were  to  hear 
of  Mr.  Jefferys'  regeneration  and  conversion,  and 
find  him  on  a  tub  in  tiie  neighbourhood  of 
Moorfields,  giving  a  wholesome  homily  on  the 
nature  of  original  sin.  Mr.  Jefferys  appears  to 
feel  greatly  for  the  indiscretion  of  the  Nobility,  who 
do  not  notice  him,  but  receive  the  visits  of  Mrs. 
Fitzherbert.  But  if  he  had  ever  possessed  any 
of  her  good  qualities,  he  would  now  be  more 
esteemed  than  he  is^  or  ever  can  be. 
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All  that  he  has  observed  in  his  biographical 
account  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  will  never  injure 
her  with  the  liberal  part  of  the  public,  though 
the  author  of  it  will  be  despised  for  an  ungentle- 
manly  attack  on  a  worthy  and  much-esteemed 
Lady.  As  I  am  as  great  an  advocate  for  the 
freedom  of  speech  as  Mr.  JefFerys,  I  shall  finish 
my  pamphlet  with  the  tag-piece  of  his  libel. 

"  It  was  the  first  command  and  counsel  of  my  youth, 
always  to  do  what  my  conscience  told  me  to  be  my  duty,  and 
to  leave  the  consequences  to  God  !  I  shall  carry  with  me  the 
memory,  and,  I  trust,  the  pra<ftice  of  this  parental  lesson  to 
the  grave : — I  have  hitherto  followed  it,  and  have  no  reason 
to  complain  that  my  obedience  to  it  has  ever  been  a  temporal 
sacrifice — I  have  found  it,  on  the  contrary,  the  road  to  pros- 
perity and  wealth — and  I  shall  point  it  out  as  such  to  my  cbiL- 
dxen." — Part  of  an  Oration  delivered  ly  Lord  Ersldne. 
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